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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Last week we published an important paper upon 
tuberculosis, which Mr. Villar read at Norwich he- 
fore an audience which included agriculturists in 
addition to veterinarians. Its importance lies in 
the fact that it contains, in outline, a proposed 
scheme for legislation against tuberculosis. The 
author’s wide experience of the subject would make 
his views valuable at any time, but they are espec- 
ially so at the present moment. 

We all recognise that serious legislation against 
tuberculosis cannot now be long delayed, but it is 
uncertain what form it will take, or by what 
authority it will be enforced. Undoubtedly it is 
possible, as was pointed out at Norwich, that undue 
procrastination may result in a sudden wave of 
public opinion bringing about “ panic legislation,” 
and this is one reason why men who really under- 
stand the subject may do incalculable good by ad- 
vancing their views now. There is no element of 

anic in Mr. Villar’s scheme, which proposes to 
ring bovine tuberculosis under contro) gradually, 
and to commence by exterminating the clinically 
affected cattle which are an immediate source of 
danger both to other animals and to man. 

This first step, taken alone, would have tremend- 
ous effect against the disease. The great cause of 
the prevalence of bovine tuberculosis is the con- 
tinued existence amongst their fellows of animals 
bearing open lesions, and the destruction of these, 
as Mr. Villar says, is ‘‘ the first and most important 
consideration.” The second step Mr. Villar advo- 
cates—the continued observation, periodic testing, 
and, if possible, isolation of in-contact animals—is 
obviously not free from practical difficulties. 

Isolation in particular—as Mr. Villar seems to 
admit—would be found impracticable in many cases. 
Mr. Villar, who is as familiar with these practical 
difficulties as anyone, evidently does not think they 
would vitiate the working of his scheme; and it 
must be remembered that no effective method of 
dealing with tuberculosis while it is as rife as at 
present can be free from difficulty. Of course, the 
wholesale slaughter of all reacting animals would be 
easy, but that is economically impossible. 
Seems good ground for the hope that the adoption 
of Mr. Villar’s proposals would comparatively soon 
make it possiple for practical men to discuss the 
slaughter of reactors. 

Tuberculosis would be far better dealt with by 
the Board of Agriculture with the aid of veterinarians 
than by legislation devised by the Local Govern- 


There | 


ment Board under the advice of medical men. Mr. 
Villar’s scheme could be set on foot at any time by 
another step which is also advoeated by him, viz., 
the scheduling of clinical tuberculosis by the Board 
of Agriculture. Of course, the breeders of pedigree 
stock will object to this, for reasons which are 
more easily comprehended than respected ; but, in 
view of the increasing vigilance of foreign countries 
against the importation of tuberculosis, we may 
expect that, before very long, pedigree breeders will 
be forced to withdraw their opposition. The sche- 
duling of clinical tuberculosis is the quickest and 
surest method of controlling the disease, and ought 
to have heen adopted long ago. 

Any effective legislation against tuberculosis in- 
volves many important points, and one of these 
concerns our own profession. A vast amount of 
work for veterinary surgeons would arise as soon as 
such legislation came into force. What share of it, 
if any, would be allotted to men engaged, at the 
same time, in general practice? It may be rather 
premature to raise this question, which Mr. Villar, 
perhaps wisely, does not touch; but the point is 
certain to cause much difference of opinion with, 
as usual, some truth on each side. Another ques- 
tion which Mr. Viliar does touch upon is the knotty 
problem of compensation, regarding which nis 
views will be generally accepted. Animal tubereu- 
losis will never be eradicated without very great 
expenditure, and there is no disease of animals which 
the general community may be so fairly called upon 
to contribute towards suppressing. 

Is is significant that Mr. Villar should bring forward 
his paper just now. It was he who, at the beginning of 
the year, induced the R.C.V.S. to pass a resolution urg- 
ing the prohibition of the sale of milk from clinically 
tubercnlous cows, and the scheduling of the disease in 
mileh cows. A resolution advocating the scheduling of 
clinical tuberculosis, and the payment of compensation 
for animals slanghtere?’, was passed a’ this meeting at 
Norwich, after Mr. Villar bad suggested the broad lines 
of what appears to be a rational and feasible plan of 
campaign against the disease, It looks very much as if 
Mr. Villar, who has exceptional opportunities for form- 
ing a judgment, thinks the time ripe for foenssing veter- 
inary attention upon the vexed question of legislation 
avainst tuberculosis, and bringing the opinion of the 
profession to bear upon the authorities, Considering 
the distinct inclination of the Local Government Board 
to take up the subject of tuberculosis, and the activity of 
vertain medical officers of health, who are not invariably 
well-informed regarding animal diseases, it certainly 
seems that the veterinary profession should lose no time 
‘in using whatever influence it possesses, Mr. Villar’s 
| proposals in general, and the question of scheduling 
| 


clinical tuberentosis in particalar, might well be discuss- 
l by all our veverinary societies, and a resolution passed 
If the co-operation of intelligent agricultur- 
wich, so much the better. 
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covered. In each case the centre of the abscess 
INTUSSUSCEPTION IN A MARE. contained a few strongyli armati, which no doubt 


By Capt. W. A. McDovuaaut, A.V.C., York. 


A five-year-old bay mare of 5th (R.I.) Lancers 
was admitted to hospital on 13th December last at 
10 a.m.. witb colic. She was taken ill while being 
ridden at exercise with other young horses; the 
mare was a remount and the man had difficulty 
in leading her back to barracks. 

When admitted she was bathed in sweat, mucous 
membranes only slightly injected. Pulse accelerated 
but full and strong. She was in severe pain at 
times during the first day in hospital, but there 
were frequent intervals of comparative ease during 
which she lay stretched out on her side. No action 
of the bowels, and rectum empty. 

On morning of 14th the pulse was imperceptible, 
and membranes highly injected, and the pain was 
continuous up to time of death, but seemed less 
severe for two or three hours before death, which 
took place at 11.30 p.m. on 14th, viz., thirty-seven 
and half hours after admission. 

Post-mortem.—Intussusception of just over one 
foot of ileum into cecum; invaginated portion was 
gangrenous, and the lumen of bowel obliterated. 
Local peritonitis was present in vicinity of the 
lesions. 

This case is very similar to the one recorded in 
The Veterinary Record of Feb. 22nd last by Mr. 
Pickworth, only in that case death took place 
earlier, 


ABDOMINAL OR MESENTERIC ABSCESS, 
By Henry Gray, M.R.C.V.S. 


Abdominal abscess in the horse is rarely recorded, 
but judging from my own experience it cannot be 
rare. It usually occurs in young horses, and no 
doubt always originates from a previous or an abor- 
tive attack of strangles. It does not generally give 
rise to any palpable symptoms until perhaps from 
errors of dietary, a gaseous distension of the stomach 
is set up, colicky symptoms are tuanifested, and 
death takes place from rupture of the stomach. But 
when it occurs in yearlings, or even two and three 
year old colts, the abdominal abscess becomes so 
large as to produce emaciation and death from ex- 
haustion. 

In two cases occurring in four-year-old cobs in 
the same establishment in the spring-time a year 
after one another, the animals had only been driven 
for the first time by their respective owners to Rich- 
mond, put up to livery there for the day, and after- 
wards driven back to Kensington, where soon after 
their arrival they both manifested colicky symptoms, 
together with the usual phenomena of ruptured 
stomach, from which both died. In one of the cases 
violent agony was exhibited immediately after volun- 
tarily drinking cold water, an unusual occurrence in 
acute bowel complaints. 

On post mortem examination of both cases a 
tremendous mesenteric abscess, almost the size of a 
football, together with a ruptured stomach, was dis- 


-was therefore destroyed. 


travelled up the distended lacteals and thus gained 
the position in which they were found. 

In a third case, seen in a three-year-old Welsh 
pony of 12 hands, at the same establishment, that 
had, with several others of the same breed, suffered 
from strangles and had apparently recovered, at 
least, for a time, emaciation together with profuse 
diarrhoea had set in. I diagnosed at the commence- 
ment of the wasting “mesenteric abscess.” The 
appetite was good all through; but the emaciation 
and the consequent prostration became so advanced 
that the animal at last could no longer stand, and 
Under treatment the 
diarrhvwea was soon controlled. There was no colic. 

On post mortem examination the intestines con- 
tained an abundance of ingesta, but the mesenteric 
glands were so much enlarged that they attained 
the size of a football and contained about two gallons 
of liquid pus, in which was encountered a few 
ascarides, probably accidentally introduced during 
the examination. 

A fourth occurred in a young van horse, which 
had had repeated attacks of colic following strangles. 
In other respects this animal seemed in a good con- 
dition but eventually died after an attack of colic 
when a ruptured stomach, together with an en- 
larged mesenteric gland the size of an ordinary 
cottage loaf was found. In the centre of tnis sup- 
purating gland a few strongyli armati were found. 

What seems worthy of note in three of the above 
hriefly described cases is that ruptured stomach 
should be the cause of death. All three had colic 
after work. In all probability disorder of the gastric 
digestion was first set up so as to produce tympany, 
which could not be relieved spontaneously in conse- 
quence of the voluminous mesenteric abscesses 
causing rigid spasm or acting as an active stop- 
valve. 

Another point also worthy of note is the unusual 
voluntary drinking of cold water by one of the cases 
and the violent agony resulting immediately after- 
wards. The case of the Welsh pony goes to show 
that a good uppetite may be preserved in spite of 
a tremendous abdominal abscess. 

When I was a student at the Royal Veterinary 
College we were taught by the late Prof. Robertson 
that it was possible to discover by rectal exploration 
enlargement of the mesenteric glands. I well re- 
member one case, which died in the infirmary on 
May 29th, 1885, and in which the Professor was 
able to detect this condition before death by 
this means of diagnosis. This case (a five-year-old 
mare) had been in the infirmary six weeks with 
fugitive abdominal pains. She eventually appeared 
better and went to work. After atime the fugl- 
tive pains re-appeared; there was little appetite, 
the bowels were irregular; she rested her haunches 
on the manger and gradually went back into the 
corner of the box; she looked at her flanks, lay 
down and nestled her head against her flank, 
groaned, and then sat upon her haunchs like a dog. 
Prof. Robertson passed his arm up the rectum 
and could feel a small growth. The mare die 
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two days afterwards. On Post-mortem examination 
a tumour om the mesentery of the small intestine 
was found. The centre of it contained a few 
strongli tetracanthi. The stomach was ruptured. 

Prof. Robertson attributed this tumour either to 
an irregular form of strangles or to the presence of 
these parasites. 

T have never adopted rectal exploration for these 
cases. Or rather I should say when I have adopted 
rectal exploration I have never enccuntered this 
diseased condition of the mesenteric glands either 
before or after death, Perhaps Mr. Geo. Mayall 


to be unpleasant with me, but it soon passed off, 
and in neither case did it make any difference in our 
relations afterwards. As to the legal liability of 
the V.S., I am not a lawyer, but I most decidedly 
think that if he has taken all reasonable precautions 
and is operating with the consent of the owner, he 
cannot be held responsible for the loss. If it were 
not so, no one would care to practice and take such 
risks. 
Romford. 


J. H. 


and also my friend Mr. E. Wallis Hoare will give 'ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


us their views on the subject. If so, I feel sure all | 
your readeis would be interested. 
Older writers described abdominal or mesenteric | 


NARCOSIS WITH HEATED CHLOROFORM. 


abscess as a bastard form of strangles. I referred | 


to this subject in my paper on “Some of the 


heated to about 38°C. 100:4° F.) for narcosis. 


of of the Horse, ‘He states the following results from an experience 


which appeared in The Veterinary Record, March 
19th, 1904. 


FRACTURE OF FEMUR DURING OPERA- 
TIONS—LIABILITY OF V.S. 


In Lhe Veterinary Record of the 14th inst. L 


notice a letter from Mr. Harvey upon the liability 
of veterinary surgeons during operations, and he 
asks for the experience of other practitioners as to 
the accident he describes, viz., fracture of the femur. 
Having had three cases somewhat similar I venture 
to send a very brief account of them, perhaps you 


lof eight cases :—- 

1. Narcosis apparently took place more quickly 
'than with cold chloroform. 
_ 2. Narcosis apparently passed off more easily, the 
‘awakening was more speedy, and the consciousness 
was very soon completely clear. 
_ 3. No bad after-effects were observed. 
The following explanation is advanced: Chloro- 
‘form is lighter when heated, and when it is em- 
ployed thus, the chloroform vapour is more finely 
distributed in ail portions of the current of inspired 
air. Further, the heated chloroform vapour re- 
mains suspended in the current of air longer, and a 
larger proportion of it consequently reaches to the 


may think them worthy of insertion in The Ltecord 
in compliance with Mr. Harvey’s request. 


Case I.—This occurred many years ago. Subject | mt ( 
‘the air passages; part of this is not absorbed till 


u yearling colt, cast fo. castration; fractured the 


alveoli. 
A greater quantity of the heavier, cold chloroform 
vapour is deposited upon the mucous membranes of 


femur of the near hind limh hefore the operation | narcosis has terminated, and is therefore the chief 


could be completed. 


cause of the after-effects... Miinich Med. Wochenschr 


Case II.— A thoroughbred colt, also cast for castra- through Der Thierarat. W.RC 


tion with side lines; this colt was very wild, and | 
before I could get the legs secured I heard a crack | 
and found that the off hind femur was fractured into 
many pieces. 

Case ITI.—An aged horse with a large melanotic 
tumour on his tail. I decided to dock him short as 
the only likely measure of relief. I fixed him with 
an ordinary side line on the near bind, twitch ete., 
though it would be safer to operate upon an aged 
«nimal in the standing position. I took off the tail 
at one stroke, but the horse immediately threw bim- 
self down and kicked violently, result, fracture of the 
femur of near hind leg, the one upon which the side- 
line was fixed, 

Cases II and IIT oceurred about five or six years 
ago. In my opinion, all the eases were undoubtedly 
due to violent muscular contraction. I think such 
uccidents are more likely to happen if the patient 
8 loosely tied. The best way to guard against them 
'8 to fix as quickly and tightly as possible. The 
owners of cases I. and III. were poor men, of No 
(I. a rich one, but they all behaved in the same 
inanner, as you would expect Englishmen to do, 
Were very much put out at first at first and inclined | 


[I have not access to the original article, and the 
abstract which I translate does not state whether 
these eight observations were upon human beings 
or animals. I infer they were upon the former, but 
the method seems well worth trial in veterinary 
practice also.—-TRANS. | 


DouBLE INVASION. 


A cow, aged, and in poor condition, was present- 
ed for slaughter. During the three days detention 
prior to being killed, she had a short husky cough, 
but no rise of temperature, auscultation of the lungs 
revealed large patches of dullness with a watery 
rale, there was tenderness over the liver. 

Post-mortem she showed that the liver was badly 
invaded by ecchinococcus cysts, and both lungs 
were slightly a‘tacked by the same parasite, but 
were literally stuffed with cysticercus tenuicollis. 

The earcase was sufficiently good and free from 


yarasites to pass as second class meat. 
F. E. P. 
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MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Friday, February 14th. The President 
(Mr. F. J. Taylor) occupied the chair, and there were 
also present Messrs. G. Wartnaby, Burton-on-Trent ; 
J. J. Burehnall, Loughborough ; W. Hunting, F. W. 
Wragg, London ; H. L. Pemberton, Bridgnorth; Trevor 
Spencer, Kettering; R. C. Trigger, Newcastle-nnder- 
Lyme ; J. W. Coe, Stoke ; A. Hodgkins, Hanley ; R. W. 
Jermyn, Clifton ; G. Prickett, Walsall; F. T. Prince, 
Ashbourne ; G. Howe, Buxton; T. J. Brain, Chelten- 
ham; A. B. Forsyth ; Cannock ; J. Maleolm, Birming- 
ham; L. W. Heelis, Solihull; R. Over, Rngby ; R. 
Murray, Rugeley ; R. Hughes, Oswestry ; H. Thomson, 
Coventry ; H. Collett, West Bromwich ; and the Hon. 
Sec., Mr. H. J. Dawes, West Bromwich. The visitors 
present were Mr. Devine, Birmingham ; Mr. H. Gray, 
London ; and Mr. Livesey, Brighton. 

Apologies were received from the following who were 
unable to be present :—Sir Joh» M‘Fadyean, Professors 
Dewar, Macqneen, McCall, Leith ; Messrs. Hobday, W. 
Carless, J. Blakeway, jun., Steward, Clarkson, Gibbings, 
Powell, F. W. Barling, Forwell, Tipper, Willett, Thack- 
eray, W. S. Carless, Gold, Butler, Renfrew, O’Neill, 
Turner, Gooch, Parks, Grasby, Duckworth, Bain- 
bridge, McKenna, Locke, and Barber. 

The Hon. Sec. explained that a special meeting of the 
Worcestershire County Council was being held that 
afternoon to meet the veterinary inspectors of the 
county, and that had kept ten or a dozen members 
away. 

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 


The minutes of the previous meeting having been read 
and contirmed, 

Mr. Devine, of Birmingham, was nominated for mem- 
bership of the Association by the Hon. Sec. 

The following gentlemen were elected members of the 
Association : 

Mr. W. H. Brown, Northampton, proposed by Mr. 
Heelis, and seconded by Mr. Prickett. 
_ Mr. A. Crorts, Bedford, proposed by the Hon. See. 
(on behalf of Mr. W. Grasby), and seconded by Mr. R. 
Over, and 

Mr. D. Forwett, Towcester, proposed by Mr. R. 
Over, and seconded by Mr. Murray. 


TREASURER’S STATEMENT. 


Mr. WarTNaBYy, the treasurer of the Association, pre- 
sented his accounts for the past twelve months. He 
mentioned that he accepted the office for a second time 
last year against his inclination, and he should be very 

leased now to be relieved of it. He was delighted, 

owever, to be able to show a good balance, for whereas 
he entered upon the office with a balance in hand of 
£149 he was able to hand over to his successor the sum 
of £165 14s. 6d. (Applause). The receipts during the 
past year were, subscriptions and entrance fees £49 10s, 
and bank interest £3 17s. 2d. The details of expendi- 
ture, which he recited, were on the table for any member 
to examine, and he might mention that the accounts 
had been duly andited. 

On the motion of Mr. Prickett, seconded by Mr. Brain, 
the Treasurer’s statement was adopted. 


THE Roya InstTiTuTE oF Pusiic HEALTH. 


The Hon. Sec. announced the receipt of a circular 
from the Royal Institute of Public Health inviting this 
Association to send delegates to the next annual confer- 
ence, which is to be held at Buxton from July 18th to 
July 24th next, 


Mr. Howe expressed the hope that the veterinary ses- = | | 
tion would be adequately represented, more particularly =~ 
as the President of the Conference, Mr. Victor Caven- (Ff 
dish, M.P., was so closely identitied with agriculture, 
being also President of the Royal Agricultural Society. J 
Last year the Lancashire Association engineered the ——} 
veterinary section, and they did it very successfully. 
Now that the conference was being held in the Midlands 
he hoped this Association would be equally enthusiastic. |} 
He (Mr. Howe) was acting as hon. sec, to the veterinary || 
section, and he would be glad of some members of the ~ 
Association to serve with him, if only in name. Mr. | 7% 
Devine had kindly promised to read a paper, and any 
other volunteers in the same direction would be heartily 
welcomed. 

Mr. Cor suggested that the matter be deferred until 
the May meeting, when it could be discussed in detail, 
and after some further remarks, this course, with Mr. 
Howe’s assent, was adopted. 


ALTERATIONS 10 RULES 
The Hon. Sec. submitted the following report :— 


A special meeting of the Committee appointed te con- 
sider Mr. Trevor Spencer’s resolution to increase the 
attendance of the meetings was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on January 9th, 1908. There were pre- 


sent the President, Messrs. Barchnall, Spencer, Brookes, — \ 


Grasby, Dawes, Coe. Apologies for absence were re- | 
ceived from Messrs. Trigger, Parr, Over, A. 8. Carless, = 7 
and Gold. 

As the result of considerable discussion it was unani- 
mously resolved to recommend the following sugges- — 77 
tions to the annual meeting on February 14th, 1908. 

(1) “ That a Council shall be appointed at the annnal 
meeting consisting of the officers and six other repre- 
sentative members of the Association to manage the, G 
affairs of the Association; sich conncil to meet inme- 
diately before the quarterly meetings.” 


(2) “ That one or more members of the Association be 3 


appointed to look np new members in each of the Coun- 
ties covered by the Association.” fe 

(3) “That the subscription and entrance fee remain a 
the same.” 

(4) “ That all out-of-pocket expenses of the essayist or 
demonstrator may be paid by the Association.” 

(5) “ That the meetings be held in Birmingham, or as 
may be decided by the Council.” ‘ 

(6) “That invitation Inncheons be abolished.” 

(7) “1. That a special point be made of practical de- 
monstrations, 2. That every member is expected to 
bring’ before the meetings interesting cases and post- 
mortem specimens” ; and 

(8) “The following subjects were suggested for the 
ensuing year : 

(a) Meat inspection. 

Diagnosis of anthrax. 

(c) Examination of milk and veterinary inspection of 

milk supply. 

(d) Some operations of general utility. 

(e) Dental surgery. 5 
It was also thought desirable to have a social func- i 
tion once a year during the summer. 

It was decided to discuss the recommendations 
seriatim, and the first one, which related to the appoint: 
ment of a Council for the management of the affairs © 
the Association, was immediately adopted, the President 
explaining that it was intended to relieve the Secretary 
of many matters of detail, and at the same time to make 
the interest in the Association more widespread than'!' 
was at present. 

The second recommendation, that members be 
pointed to look up new members in their particula’ a 
counties was rejected, but all the others were adopted. 

With regard to the place of meeting, it could 
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roved conclusively from the register of attendances that 

irmingham was the most accessible and most conven- 
ient centre, and it was also pointed out that the right 
was reserved to the Council of Management to hold the 
meeting elsewhere whenever it was deemed expedient, 

There was considerable discussion on the proposal to 
pay the out-of-pocket expenses of the essayist or demon- 
strator, and Mr. Gray embarrassed the Coumittee to some 
extent by asserting that had there been any payment 
due to him for such services as he was rendering that 
day he should have hesitated about coming. He said he 
regarded it as a great honour to be invited to address an 
Association like this. However, it was agreed that all 
essayists might not share Mr. Gray’s views, and that it 
would be unfair to expecta total stranger to comea long 
distance to read a paperand give a demonstration with- 
out offering to defray his out-of-pocket expenses. On 
the understanding the Council of Management should 
exercise a discretion and not suggest paying the expenses 
of essayists who were members of the Association, the 
recommendation of the Committee was adopted. 

The proposal to abolish invitation luncheons was 
welcomed on many grounds, partly because they are 
an unfair tax upon practitioners in the locality, which 
the Association happened to visit, and partly because (as 
experience had proved) they are calculated to excite 
jealousy where one practitioner was the host and another 

ractitioner in samme town had never even been consulted. 

he opinion was expressed, and it received general 
endorsement, that this rule need not apply to the Presi- 
dent of the year should he desire to entertain the wem- 
bers on any occasion. 
_ The suggestions respecting the subjects for discussion 
in the immediate future were regarded as very appropri- 
ate and were unanimously accepted. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


_ The President at once rose to propose as his snecessor 
in the chair, Mr. J. W. Cor, of Stoke-on-Trent. He 
referred in complimentary terms to the interest which 
Mr. Coe had always taken, not only in the work of this 
Association, but in veterinary politics generally, and 
said they would be unable to tind a more suitable can- 
didate for the officer. 

Mr. Brat, in seconding, said he scarcely remembered 
attending a meeting at which Mr. Coe was not present, 
and whenever he tovk part in the discussions he always 
had something sensible and practical tosay. (App.) 

Mr. TRIGGER very warmly supported the resolution. 

He and Mr. Coe were opponents in practice, but for all 
that were great personal friends, and he re-echoed every- 
thing that had been said in his favour. [The motion 
was carried unanimously. ] 
.. Mr. Coz, in accepting the honour, said that whilst 
it must be very difficult to follow successfully so many 
able and distinguished occupants of the chair, he would 
do his best during the coming year to do all that was 
required of him. (Hear, hear). 

Vuce-Presidents.— Messrs, H. L. PEMBERTON and L. W. 

EELIS were elected Vice-presidents, in conjunction 
with the retiring president, who holds the office ex-officio. 
on the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by the Hon. 

ecretary, 

Hon. Treasurer.—The Hon. Sec. proposed that Mr. 

. J. BuRcHALL be appointed Treasurer in succession tu 

t. Wartnaby, who was anxious to retire. It was only 
after much persuasion that Mr. Wartnaby consented to 
Serve a second time last year. Mr. Burchnall had now 
more time on his hands than formerly, and had ex- 
a his willingness to accept the treasurership, i! 

ed. 

The PRESIDENT seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously, 


Hon. Sec.—Mr. Cox said that as the incoming Presi- 


dent, he would like to have the honour of proposing the 
next resolution, which was that their old and esteemed 
friend, Mr. Dawes be re-elected Hon. Secretary. He 
was not only familiar with the work, but he did ¢ very- 
thing so cheerfully that without him the Association 
would be very badly off. (Hear, hear.) 

The PRESIDENT, in seconding, said he gratefully 
acknowledged the assistance Mr. Dawes had rendered 
him during his year of oftice. The motion was carried 
unanimonsly, 

Mr. Dawes, in reply, said he should consider himself 
better rewarded for his trouble if there were better 
attendances at the quarterly meetings. 

Auditors.—The PRESIDENT moved, and Mr. ‘Trigger 
seconded, that Messrs. W. 8S. Cartess aud G. PRicKETT 
be elected anditors, which was carried. 

Counctl.—With regard to the appointment of the 
Council of Management, reqvired under the new rule 
passed earlier in the meeting, it was resolved, on the 
motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. Burchnall, that 
the matter stand over to a future meeting, the officers 
of the Association to act in the meansime. 


THe Exvection to Councin R.C.V.S. 


The Hon. Sec. reminded the meeting that Mr. Trigger, 
who had represented this Association on the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for so many 
years, was retiring this year. Mr. Trigger did not in- 
tend standing as the particular nominee of this Asso- 
ciation, but would nevertheless be pleased to receive the 
support of the members. He (the speaker) hoped that 
every member of this Association would give him 
a vote. 

Mr. TricGerR svid that having been for 18 years on 
the Council R.C.V.S., he did not feel justified in putting 
the Association to the expense of fighting for him. He 
was therefore standing as an independent candidate, 
but he need hardly assure them that the Midland 
Association would remain first in his affections. It had 
been necessary at times in the past for the Association 
to run its own candidate, and to amalgamate with otber 
Societies to carry a certain point, and the same necessity 
might arise in the future, or even on the present occa- 
sion. He would like to tell them at once that he was 
an enthusiastic supporter of the registration fee. (App.) 
They ought to bear in mind the vote that was taken before 
Mr. Dollar tried to draw his red herring across the path. 
The vote resulted as follows: for a fee of £1 1s., 1289 
members ; for a fee of 10/6, 55 members ; against a fee 
of any kind, 386 members, There had never been such 
a poll before on any question. Mr. Dollar’s opposition 
is not worth a moment’s consideration ; Mr. Dollar had 
never attended a single meeting at which this question 
was discussed. No one expected that the Bill would 
come back entirely as it was drafted, but why didn’t 
Mr. Dollar raise bis protest at the meetings of the 
Council whilst it was Giles considered? He regarded 
it as disloyal to the Council, and disloyal to the 
profession. To put this work back would be re- 
tarding the progress of the profession by twenty years. 
There was another reform that was necessary to 
which he (Mr. rigger) drew attention four years ago, 
and that was the need for a central examination hall or 
He believed in taking the students to the ex- 
instead of taking the examiners to the students. 
no question of any different standard 
of examination : every student would have to answer 
the same writter. questions on the same day. Other 
professions in which an examination was required 
adopted that course, and be thought the veterinary pro- 
fession ought to do the same. Unless they had more 
money the work of the College would be at a standstill. 
(Applause). It was impossible to maintain and advance 

i d he thought the profession 
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might trust their Council to deal wisely with any aug” | 


mented income, led as they always must be by the voice 
of the profession. 

Mr. SPENCER said he held no brief for Mr. Dollar, 
but he had read an article in he Veterinary Record 
of the previous Saturday, and which did not by any 
means convince him that Mr. Dollar was altogether 
wrong in his conclusions, as some people would have 
them believe. _He (the speaker) was nct opposing the 
policy of the Council, but there were several matters 
connected with it which to his mind required eluci- 
dating. 

Mr. TricceR said Mr. Dollar suggested that the 
Council might be actuated by malice when dealing with 
defaulters. It would be a man’s own fault if he went 
off the Register through not paying, and if he tendered 
his money his name could go on again next year. If 
the Council or their officials were negligent and left a 
inan’s name off the Register when he had paid, he thought 
the aggrieved party would have good ground for a civil 
action against the College. There must be a time 
limit, however, and he knew of no other way of getting it. 

Mr. WraGG said it was well-known to Mr. Dollar, 
who had been a member of the Council for some years, 
that nen had been struck off for worse offences than 
not paying their registration fee, and when they had ap- 

lied for reinstatement it had in many cases been granted. 

en had even been struck off through failing to notify 
their change of address. Any man, under the new 
scheme, could be reinstated on paying his guinea. 

Mr. TricgGer: I never knew a man who was off 
through an inadvertence on his own part being refused 
reinstatement when he applied for it. Such cases were 
constantly coming before the Registration Committee. 

The PRESIDENT: Will only one application be made ? 

Mr. TriccER: There will be an application. The 
fee will be due on a certain date. 

Mr. Hucues: Would a man, before he was struck off, 
receive notice, say by registered letter ? 

Mr. Triceer: It is not provided that he should have 
any notice by registered letter, but he will have notice. 
I see no objection to it myself ; in fact I think it isa 
good suggestion. 

Mr. Hucues: In my opinion that is the only ground 
Mr. Dollar has to stand on. 

Mr. Hunting: This is not an unusual or singular ar- 
rangement. The Pharmaceutical Society have a similar 
rule. A lawyer kas to pay his fee the same year, or he 
drops off automatically. A lawyer may cease paying for 
ten years if he likes, and the moment he pays again his 
name is re-entered on the Register. The Law Society 
does not take the trouble to remind its members ; if a 
man doesn’t pay he goes off. 

The Presipent: [ think a written application might 
be made by the end of January. 

Mr. Howes said that betore proceeding with the next 
business he should like to move a resolution thanking 
Mr. Trigger for his past services as their representative 
on the Council, and pledging the members of this Asso- 
ciation in an individual but unofficial capacity, to do all 
in their power to secure his re-election. (Applause.) 

This was seconded in several places and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. TRIGGER, in reply, said that the opinion of this 
meeting, as reflected in the preceding discussion, would 
not only be very encouraging to the Council, but would 
materially strengthen their hands. 


NaTIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT AND MUTUAL 
DEFENCE Soctery. 


The PRESIDENT said he wished to state that he attend- 
ed unofficially the annual meeting of the National Veteri- 
nary Benevolent Society held at Manchester on the 12th 
ult. Aiter a brief and eulogistic description of the 
valuable work of the Society he strongly recommended 


all uiembers of the profession to join, the annual sub- 
scription was small, and the advantages (which he did 
not wish to advertise fur obvious reasons) were great. 
He was pleased tu inform the gentlemen present that he 
was elected a member of the Council of the Society, and 
he accepted this as agreat honour, for it would associate 
him with some of the most prominent north country 
meubers of the profession whom it was «lwaysa pleasure 
to meet. 


Diskases OF THE iN ANIMALS.—-By Gray, 
M.R.C.V.S. [The paper was printed in our issue of 
Feb. 15th, p. 570]. 


Discussion. 


Mr. HuNTING, iv congratulating Mr. Gray upon the 
character of his paper, said the first thing that would 
suggest itself to many of them was that if the author 
had only elaboratcd ita little more he might have pro- 
duced a book extremely useful to the veterinary profess- 
ion. He must confess that some of the terms Mr. Gray 
had employed he had never heard before, so that he bad 
learnt something by reading the paper. There were per- 
haps only three or fonr branches of the subject which 
the ordinary practitioner knew much about, and it was 
to them that attention might most profitably be drawn. 

With regard to parasitic diseases of the eyelids, he re- 
membered a case when a horse had slight conjunctivitis 
and the symptoms suggested that the condition was due 
to some cold or perhaps a slight injury. A friend of bis, 
however, possessed a greater insight into the case and 
scraped the place, disclosing parasitic trouble, and the 
case Was treated accordingly. They often met cases in 
which there was a little sore that would not heal through 
which passed a constant flow of tears. He had tried all 
sorts of things, usually treating with antiseptics, and in 
one instance he got Dr. Pritchard to operate for lachri- 
mal fistula, but such cases were never successfully 
treated. However, if they drew the tooth immediately 
underneath the sore it would heal up, and probably the 
reason ‘as not that it was due to the tooth being 
diseased, but that having drawn the tooth a passage was 
made in the mouth forthe tears. That was the explana- 
tion he (Mr. Hunting) offered, because he had seen cases 
in which the tooth when extracted showed no sign of 
disease. W.th regard to chronic conjunctivitis, he once 
saw a case in which the upper lid had been partially 
turned over and sewn together and then the operation 
was performed, paring the edges and bringing them te 
gether, with tolerable success. In the meantime there 
was a good deal of suppuration, and when he saw the 
horse it was three months after the injury occurred. 
There was profuse lachrimation, and had been constantly. 
What struck him most was that the horse would let you 
handle him as though it did not hurt him. There was 
nothing wrong with the eye-ball, and the peculiar granu- 
lar condition of the eye-lids he treated with sulphate of 
zinc, ten grains to the ounce, and gave arsenic. It 
made a most rapid recovery, and he got credit where be 
had expected none, but it was a very uncommon case 1D 
his experience. 

With regard to specific ophthalmia, he thought it was 
more uncommon than it used to be 30 or 40 years ago, 
because if they turned to such books as Percival aD 
others of the same period they would find long descrip- 
tions of it, whilst modern practitioners did not thin 
much of it. Mr. Gray expressed the opinion that it was 
a contagious disease, and that might very well account 
for the disease going away as it did, and it would also 
account for the disease prevailing in certain districts. 
He thought arsenic had some guod effect upon these 
chronic eye lesions. With regard to shying, Mr. Gray 
thought that it was not so much a disease of the eye 4 
a bad habit on the animal’s part, and with that be (Mr. 


Hunting) desired to express his agreement. nly in one 
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horse did he remember bad shying accompanied by! any 
peculiarity of the eye. That was one which had ex- 
tremely prominent eye-balls, the contour of the cornea 
being more prominent than in other animals, and it was 
a very bad shyer. In every other case that had come 
— his notice he believed the shying was simply a bad 
habit. 

Mr. Wraae said that as his practice was entirely con- 
fined to horses he had had no experience of diseases of 
the eye in other animals. He regretted, therefore, that 
he could not add much to the discussion, bat be was 
bound to say that he had read the paper with a good 
deal of interest. He might mention, however, that he 
had seen cases of cataract in the foal. 

Mr. LivEsEy said the paper was of so much interest 
to him that it had brought him all the way from Brigh- 
ton. There were several points about it which called 
for remark, and first of all one could not help thinking 
that having gone to so munch trouble it was a pity Mr. 
Gray had not done a little more. A great many bran- 
ches of the subject were merely touched upon and noth- 
ing more, and pathology had been put carefully on one 
side. It seem a pity that Mr. Gray, who had the 
ability to write and to study the foreign journals, had 
not given an even more exhaustive description of the 
subject he had undertaken. He hoped Mr. Gray would 
take Mr. Hunting’s advice and enlarge this pamphlet 
that it might become one of the text-books of the pro- 
fession. 

With regard to wounds in the eye-lids, speaking more 
particularly of the dog, they might result in very serious 
injury. When a dog was bitten the wound was probably 
infected by dirt and hair, and an abscess formed, and un- 
less it was very carefully treated—kept open and not 
sutured—the pus might penetrate to the back of the 
orbit and cause total destruction. He had seen a good 
deal of Meibomian cyst but had never yet found it neces. 
sary to cut out the whole portion of the eye-lid. He 
had used a needle, and the cyst would shoot out like a 
millet seed. All the trouble was then over ; there was 
no disfigurement, no blood and nothing requiring atten- 
tion afterwards. A wounl on the membrana nictitans 
Was not so common as one might think, and he had 
seen it mostly in cats. If one noticed much one would 
be astonished to see how very few wounds a cat got 
from scratches on the eys-lids, whereas a dog got many. 
A dog closed his eye-lids very quickly, but the action of 
the membrana nictitans was much quicker in the case 
of a cat than a dog. When they came to speak of 
diseases of the cornea, and especially ulcers of the cornea, 
it was a subject of which most practitioners had had 
®Xxperience, and yet they often knew very little about it. 
He was disappointed, therefore, to notice that the essay- 
ist had not gone into the pathology of it because of all 
the diseases of the eye in the dog ophthalmic ulcers 
caused the greatest damage to the patients. Mr. Gray 
had referred to a “form of ulceration of the cornea in 
dogs which has looked as if the corneal surface had had 

holes or pits stabbed into it by means of a knife.” He 
(the speaker) had often seen that condition, and he now 
felt included to kick himself that he had never drawn 
attention to it himself ; it had never really struck him 
as being so peculiar. He should like Mr. Gray to 
unplify his remarks on that point and tell them more 
about it, _In the matter of treatment he believed many 
ophthalmic surgeons in human practice were giving up 
the use of eceaine on the ground that it tended rather to 
retard than to heal. As cocaine was the sheet anchor ot 
the veterinary surgeon in so many cases, it was worth 
considering whether it was really as useful in veterinary 
practiceas wassnpposed. He agreed with Mr. Gray that « 
vertain form of vascular keratitis was most difficult to 
ree we had had four dogs come to him thisyear, each of 
isanal ad been under another veterinary surgeon, an 
each case he understood the treatment had been a 


d| interested 


solution of silver nitrate about 4 or 5 per cent., in the 
belief that it had been conjunctivitis, and the result in 
his opinion had been to render the cases incurable. The 
retina Was a most important part of the eye, but Mr. 
Gray had passed it over in very few words. He had 
not mentioned one particular form of trouble very com- 
monly found in the dog, namely, pigmentary degenera- 
tion of the retina, generally due to in-breeding. Every 
dog that lived over eight or nine years was subject to 
diabetes, and nearly always suffered from a species of 
cataract. Why that should beconsidered diabetic hedidn’t 
know, but it was a fact that they went together. Another 
subject of which Mr. Gray might have told them more 
was luxation of the lens. He (thespeaker) had operated 
on tiore than one occasion and completely destroyed the 
lens. Although the vision had been imperfect for two 
or three months, the sight was not lost, because he 
thought there was very little accommodation in a dog’s 
eye and the loss of the lens was not very serious. Ex- 
tracting the lens might benefit the dog to a great extent 
and it was certainly an operation which it was worth 
the veterinary surgeon’s while to take up and do. Clients 
as a rule did not give the veterinary surgeon credit for 
being able to operate on the eye, but when they saw 
that he could do so, and successfully, they would not 
object to paying a fair fee. It might be thought that 
he had criticised the the paper unkindly, but he had not. 
In fact he admitted at once that it was a most excellent 
paper, and full of interesting points. 

Mr. Brain said he thought periodic ophthalmia was 
much more common at one time than it was now. As 
for cataracts in the horse’s eye they seemed to have very 
little effect on the sight. He had seen horses with marks 
on the eye when there had apparently never been any 
disease at all. He once saw a horse with a whip mar 
across his eye, and some time later there was a whip- 
mark across the other eye, but it never caused any 
trouble. It was termed a whip-mark, and the ordi- 
nary layman would tell you it was caused bya blow. He 
did not agree with that, however, he thonght it was due 
to the blocking of some vessel. ; 

Mr. TREVOR SPENCER said his experience was, in the 
case of ulcers on the cornea in the dog, that the applica- 
tion of nitrate of silver lotion was the only means by 
which they could be got to heal. Mr. Gray condemned 
the application of nitrate of silver in its solid form, 
but ke (Mr. Spencer) had never found anything so 
successful, 

Mr. HuGues speaking more particularly of horses and 
cattle, said he had often found extensive ulcerations of 
the eyelids, and one would think that cutting the piece 
off would be the more rapid eure. But it was astonish- 
ing how wounds of the eyelids would heal up, and his 
advice was never to cut a piece off if it would hold. He 
had seen specific conjunctivitis in the summer time 
among sheep and cattle, and he thought it was con- 
tagious, 

Mr. Gray, replying to the discussion, which had to 
be closed through want of time, produced, by way of 
a specimen, a British jay, five years of age, with cataract. 
He said it had given him great pleasure to prepare the 
paper, and he was pleased to know it had given them 
pleasure to read it. He admitted that it was imperfect 
in many particulais, but if he had gone as much into 
details, as Mr. Livesey had suggested, the paper would 
have been far too lengthy. He thought veterinary sur- 
ceons would find it profitable to devote more attention 
to ophthalmie work, but he thonght the majority of 
practitioners were too utilitarian in their methods. 
When it came to expensive animals or animals which 
were kept as pets, he found that the public did not mind 
paying a good fee, especially if the treatment or the 
operation, as the case may be, was successful. He was 
in what Mr. Hunting had said about chronic 
The granular condition of 


conjunctivitis in the horse. 
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the conjunctiva might exist wi hout causing any notice- 
able symptoms whatever, and where there were no 
symptoms one did not look for any disease. Mr. Hunt- 
ing alse mentioned the value of arsenic, but the old 
authorities who used it very largely didn’t think it of 
much valne. As some of the earlier attacks of periodic 
ophthalmia get well themselves in time he (Mr. Gray) 
_ thought arsenic played no part in the recovery, and he 
did not think much of arsenic in the treatment of it. 
Mr. Wragg had referred to cataract in the foal. He 
(Mr. Gray) did not see why it should not occur in them 
as well as in other animals. He had heard it stated that 
cataract in young animals disappeared spontaneously, 
but he had not seen it. As to whether animals with 
cataract could see, he thought they could. They might 
not be able to see distinctly, but they could see if there 
was any obstacle in the way. Mr. Livesey “went” for 
him because of his pathologv, or rather, because of his 
absence of pathology. He(Mr. Gray) had gone over a 
lot of ground, and his object had been to make this a 
practical paper for practical men. Mr. Livesey also 
criticised his treatment of cyst and his remarks about 
wounds in the eye-lids. It was very evident that their 
experiences differed. He (Mr. Gray) had had cysts recur 
and he found that the only way to do the operation 
quickly was to cut it ont radically. He had always 
found cocaine answer well ; it seemed to ease the pain 
at once and what more they want? If the cocoine was 
used too strong it might of course be harmful, but there 
were other agents, such as acoine, alypin, eucaine, kolo- 
caine, stirvanin, stovaine, and tropocaine, which might 
be used instead of cocaine. With regard to pigmentary 
degeneration of the retina, he had seen that, but he did 
not want to go into those things which could only be 
seen by ophthalmoseope. It also occurred in the white 
Polar animals kept in Zoological gardens. With regard 
to diabetic cataract in its relation to kidney disease, it 
was so common in old dogs that he looked upon it as 
a natural senile condition. As to nitrate of silver, which 
Mr. Spencer had found of such use, it was his (Mr. 
Gray’s) experience that the less one did to the eyes 
the better. With regard to Mr. Hughes’ remarks about 
specific conjunctivitis among sheep and cattle, he (Mr. 
Gray) thought it was conveyed by flies and that would 
account for its spreading. 


Votes oF THANKS. 


On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Hodgkins, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. 
Gray for his paper. 

Mr. Spencer then briefly proposed, and Mr. Wrage 
seconded a vote of thanks to the officers of the Associa- 
tion for their services during the past year, and this 
having b en carried and suitably acknowledged by the 
President, the business of the meeting ended. 


THe ANNUAL DINNER. 


Cpon the completion of the business, the company ad- 
journed to another room, where the annual banqnet was 
served, the retiring President (Mr. F. J. Taylor) again 
occupying thechair. A short toast list followed, pre- 
cedence, as usnal, being accorded to “The King,” and 
“The Royal Family.” 

Mr. SPENCER proposed “The Imperial 
Forces,” referring incidentally to the new scheme in 
connection with the Army Veterinary Department, and 
coupling with the toast the names of the President, 
Vet.-Capt. F.J. Taylor, and Vet.-Lieat. W. S. Carless, 
the latter of whom had been unable to attend the meet- 
ing, but arrived during dinner. 

The PRrestDEnT referred to the fact that Brigadier- 
General Smith attended the Council of the K.C.V.S. 
as a delegate fram the War Office to explain the new 
territorial scheme. He considered it an honour for our 
‘Council, and indirectly the profession, to be recognised 


in this way in the formation of so important a scheme, 
which not only affected members of the profession in 
the Regular Forces, but also those in private practice 
and attached to volunteer units, and on behalf of the 


latter he hoped the General and the Council would give: 


those veterinary officers in the Auxiliary Forces an 
opportnnity of personally expressing their united opinion 
on the scheme, he was convinced this would be of im- 
mense practical help to the Council in arriving at a 
satisfactory understanding of General Smith’s sugges- 
tions, and the recognised r-quirements of the depart- 
ment. In conclusion he said that there was every reason 
to believe that the Governinent would receive from the 
veterinary profession all the co-operation and assistance 
it required to make this well thought out scheme the 
success it justly deserved. 

Mr. Cartess offered a suitable response. 

Mr. R. HuGues snbmitted “The Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons.” He said the institution to which 
they were all so deeply attached was a progressive one 
in the truest sense of the term. When they remembered 
that it was only 64 years ago that they obtained their 
first Charter, they must all acknowledge that a great 
deal had been accomplished in that period for the pro- 
fession. He re-called the time when the first serious 
step was taken in the direction of making the curriculum 
and the examinations more difficult than they were in 
the early days, and the outery that was raised against 
it in certain quarters. Time had proved that the Council 
of the College had legislated wisely and well, and now 
that they were asking for additional powers he honed 
that all loval members would supportthem (App.) They 
had with them the esteemed treasurer of the College, 
Mr. F. W. Wragg, whom they very heartily welcomed 
that evening. (Hear, hear.) Theyal! knew what a deep 
interest Mr. Wragg took in the affairs of the College, 
and how jealously he guarded its finances. He sincerely 
hoped that the vey sensible and reasonable proposals to 
angment the funds which were now before the profess- 
ion would receive the endorsement they deserved. (Hear, 
hear.) He had great pleasure in coupling Mr. Wragg’s 
name with the toast. 

Mr. WRraGG, in acknowledgment, said he was con- 
siderably flattered by the manner in which Mr. Hughes 
had proposed the toast, and also by the ecrdial recep- 
tion given to it. He had been a member of the Coun- 
cil now for 26 or 27 years, and he had seen many changes 
in that period. It had always been the great aim of the 
Council to do all in their power to enhance the position 
of the profession asa whole, »nd he thought they had 
succeeded fairly well. There had been some little dis- 
enssion earlier in the day upon the proposal of the 
Council to levy a registration fee as a means of provid- 
ing additional income, and he was pleased to know that 
this Association was favourable to the scheme. (Ap- 
plause.) He could not help regretting that a member of 
the Council, who had not attended the meetings as regu- 
larly as the rest, should have gone ont his way to op- 
pose the Council as he had done, but he believed the 
vast majority of the profession was strongly on the side 
of the Council. (Hear, bear.) With regard to his own 
position as treasurer, he could only say that he had not 
sufficient money, but he never knew a treasurer who did 
not make the same complaint. They must get more 
money from somewhere, or the business of the College 
could not be carried on. ; 

Mr. H. Gray proposed “The Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association ” which he described the 
toast of the evening. He said this was his first visit to 
Birmingham, but althongh he was a stranger at their 
gatherings he had already seen snfficient to satisfy him 
that this was a flourishing body. He understood that 
this was the second largest Association of its kind in the 
kingdom, boasting a membership of about 120. He was 


very pleased to see it was in such a flourishing condi- 
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tion, a fact which he attributed the excellent manner in 
which its affairs appeared to be managed. (Hear, hear.) 
He was pleased to see that the Association supported the 
Council in the registration question, because the support 
of an Association of this size and importance would be 
a great encouragement to the Council and an incentive 
to them to go forward with the policy to which they had 
committed themselves. He wished the Association 
every prosperity in the future, and at the same time 
coupled with the toast the names of the President and 
the Hon. Secretary. 

_ Mr. Tayzor, in reply, said it had been a great honour 
to occupy the President’s chair, and he must confess 
that now his term of office had come to an end, he relin- 
quished it not without some sense of regret. He thank- 
ed all who had contributed in any way to the success of 
the past twelve months, and particularly did he wish to 
acknowledge the assistance he had received froin the 
officers and their esteemed Secretary, Mr. Dawes, without 
which it would have been impossible to have undertaken 
the duties of the chair with that amount of ease and 
pleasure which had been his experience during his Presi- 
dential year. 

Mr. Dawgs also responded, and said that one reason 
why he took so deep an interest in the Association was 
that he had made so many lasting friendships since he 
had joined it, he was very pleased the recommendations 
of the committee appointed on the suggestion of his 
friend Mr. Trevor Spencer had in the main been ap- 
proved by the Association. It would relieve him of a 
great deal of responsibility, and for that he was very 
thankful. Much of the work which in the past had 
fallen entirely upon his shoulders would in future be 
shared by the new Council, and he trusted that the 
change would be justified by the results. It was cer- 
tainly time something was done to stir up interest in the 
work of the Association, for out of a total membership 
of 120, an attendance of not more than 25 at the annual 
meeting was anything but satisfactory. (Hear, hear), 

“ The Visitors,” was submitted in felicitous terms by 
Mr. Hunting, and acknowledged by Mr. Devine, who 
said that living as he did in Birmingham he was anxious 
not tocome amongst them as a visitor, and so he had 
asked Mr. Dawes to nominate him as a member.— 


(Applause.) 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.V.S., Hon. See. 


NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A special meeting was held in Ye Olde Castle Res- 
taurant, on Friday evening, 14th February. The Chair 
was taken by the President (Mr. J. A. Thompson, 
F.R.C.V.S., of Lurgan). The following members were 

resent: Messrs. W.C. M. Smith, Newry ; John Kerno- 
an, Ballymena ; Howard McUonnell, Armagh ; J. E. 
Johnston, Belfast; A.M. Creighton, Lisburn ; W. 5. 
Lamont, Cookstown ; John McLean, Belfast ; James 
Gregg, Belfast; J.J. Ross, Belfast, Hon. Treasurer ; 
and J. A. Jordan, Belfast, Hon. Secretary. ‘ 

The minutes of the previous annual meeting having 

n read and confirmed, letters of apology were read 
from Messrs. J. McAleer, Portadown, and John A. Gault, 
llymoney, 

The following were balloted for and unanimously 
elected members of the Association : Messrs. Matt. Hed- 
ley. F.R.C.V.S., Dublin; Arthur Stringer, M.R.C.V.S,, 
Belfast ; F. A. Emery, F.R.C.V.S., Belfast ; and John A. 
Gault, M.R.C.V.S., Ballymoney. 

Mr. R. H. MRCVS,, Coleraine, was noui- 
inated as a member of the Association by Mr. Jordan, 
ard seconded by Mr. Kernohan. This was passed by 
acclamation. The ballot to take place at next meeting. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen, | have first to thank you for electing me 
President of this young and flourishing Society. I as- 
sure you I highly prize the honcur you have conferred 
upon me. 

In addressing you this evening | purpose deviating 
somewhat from the beaten track of an address of this 
kind and confining my rewarks more particularly to 
matters connected with this Association. You will 
gather therefore that what | am about to say will be 
neither new nor original. 

In the history of the world the various forms of As- 
sociations have done much to relieve the “ humdrum” 
of life, to elevate men’s minds, to nonld their thoughts 
and to direct their actions. Men in all professions and 
callings seek pleasure and relaxation in meeting to 
gather from time to time, and talking over the matters 
affecting their social and business well-being — Surely, 
therefore, it is not for us to keep behind in the race, it 
is ours to press forward and make ourselves felt as a 
power in this part of the country, and I think we shall 
do so throngh our Veterinary Associaticn. At these 
iieetings men get to understand each other better, 
rough corners rubbed off, and friendships are formed 
which often last as long as life itself. 

In my spare moments [ often wonder why we kept 
so long apart ; why we did not sooner know each other 
better? Most of the older members are aware that for 
about a quarter of a century we had no such thing as a 
veterinary association in this Province. I confess such 
a state of things was not creditable—to say the least. 
It is true we had occasional visits from the Central As- 
sociation, and many of us contented ourselves by becom- 
ing members of it. But after all, the meetings were like 
“ Angels’ visits, few and far between,” and did not 
satisty the aspirations of the younger practitioners. 
They longed for a “more abiding city” where they 
might meet together and discuss the ever recurring 
problems of life. Various suggestions had been offered, 
and many efforts made from various quarters, and it 
remained for Mr. Ross and Mr. Gregg and the ocher 
practitioners of this city to solve the problem. Early 
last year they called & meeting- a rather interesting 
and unique mee:ing—attended as it was by not only a 
large number of veterinary surgeons but by many mem- 
bers of the Corporation and « number of the leading 
medical men of Belfast. Mr. Harry Gibson, B.A., 
M.R.C.V.S., read a very admirable ag on “* Meat 
Inspection,” and in the discussion which ensued both 
the members of the Corporation and medical gentlemen 
took a lively interest. In this way I may say the North 
of lreland Veterinary Medical Association was heralded 
into existence, Since then its history bas been one line 
of uninterrupted prosperity ; its membership bas daily 
increased, and in activity it bids fair to soon rank as 
one of the leacing societies of this country. 

] am quite aware that there are a goodly number of 
the men:bers of our profession even in the North who 
cannot see the necessity of such av Association as this, 
They shake their heads, and look very wise, and say that 
even the attending of such meetings as this is a lament- 
able waste of valuable time ; that it is positively bad for 
one; that one’s time could be employed to greater ad- 
vantage at home, and that after all these meetings are 
more calculated to disturb than elevate the mind, and to 
lead the thoughts into avenues better unknown, Nay, 
more, indeed there are those who go further and say that 
the whole Association was “conceived in sin and sbapen 
in iniquity.” Don’t take these gentlemen seriously, 
Such people are usually satisfied with very scanty liter- 
ature ; their horizon is not high ; and their outlook is 
the Town pump. I thoroughly dissent from their views 
for L know this Society was formed Ly the efforts of 
honest men to raise their profession to the position it 
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should occupy, and is destined to occupy, at no distant 
date, both in social affairs and in matters connected with 
the public health of this country. 

Turning for a moment to what I call the field of veter- 
inary politics. 

I suppose the most absorbing topic of the hour to the 
— generally is what is known as the Annual 

gistration Fee, and the new Bill to enforce payment 
of that fee. By this time I take it that we are all 
familiar with the Bill and that we have all read Mr. 
Dollar’s letter in reference thereto. During the week I 
have carefully gone through both, and [ must confess [ 
have failed to discover the dangers and pit-falls which 
Mr. Dollar tells us lie hidden in our paths, and I hesi- 
tate to believe that the Council is moved in this matter 
by any other desire or consideration than the welfare of 
the entire profession. 

The next matter which I just want to refer to is the 
“New Army Scheme,” but as it is under the eonsidera- 
tion of the Council, and is likely to be of more interest 
to the future graduate than to the present members, I 
will not notice it further than to say that as it is not 
intended that it should apply to this country, it 
must be looked upon as “another injustice to Ireland.” 

I take it, however, that by far the most important 
matter for us in this country is the subject of Tudercu- 
losis—“ The Great White Scourge,” or, as Prof. Mettam 
prefers to call it, ‘The Great Animal Scourge.” Through 
the effcrts of Her Excellency the Countess of Aberdeen 
and the Women’s Health Association of Ireland, this 
disease has been brought, within the last few months, 
before the people of this country in a way never known 
to them Seen By the object Jessons of the Tubercu- 
losis Exhibition and the lectures delivered mostly by 
men who know what they were talking about, men’s 
minds have been lifted from a state of ignorance and 
indifference to one of comparative light and knowledge. 
They have been shown that by strict observance of the 
laws cf health and proper attention to the food supplies, 
the dread malady may be averted in both man and the 
lower animals, and that this land of ours—still suffer- 
ing from the “ cruel wrongs of centuries” may in a few 
years become a veritable garden of health and happiness. 
In order to bring this happy state of things about, great 
stress has been laid on the necessity of sanatoria and 
dispensaries. These institutions would be all very well 
in their way, and, to an extent, might be useful, at least 
for atime. But remembering that the great weight of 
evidence as to how the bacillus of tuberculosis gains 
entrance to the body favours the ingestion theory, I am 
of the opinion that the line of action in the prevention 
of this disease is as clear as noon-day. That the old 
principal in medicine—“ remove the cause and the effect 
will cease ”—is as true to day as when first laid down. 
What we want is not sanatoria— not, at least to any 
great extent—but a rigid system of meat and dairy 
inspection conducted by properly trained veterinarians. 


A hearty vote of thanks was accorded the President 
for his able address. 


Discussion Re Report ofr Deputation to Dustin. 


In accordance with the proposition made by Mr. John- 
ston, and seconded by Mr. McAleer at your last general 
meeting, this report had been printed, a copy of which 
had been sent to each member. 

Mr. JOHNSTON in opening the discussion said that he 
had carefully studied the report, and consequently had 
come to the conclusion that the suggestions contained 
therein could not at present be improved on, he had 
therefore great pleasure in moving its adoption.—This 
was seconded by Mr. Lamont. After a free and logical 
discussion in which nearly all present took part, the 


Mr. Situ (Newry) proposed, and Mr. Johnston 
seconded, that the Secretary write to the Secretary of 
the Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland express- 
ing our willingness to subscribe a share of the £5 which 
they (the members of the V.M.A.I.) had resolved at their 
last meeting to expend with Messrs. Wyman and Sons, 
London, to watch the interests of the veterinary profess- 
ion in the framing of the new Bill dealing with the mllk 
and tuberculosis question which will be before Parlia- 
ment, and that Messrs. Ross, Thompson, and Jordan be 
appointed to look after this matter. 


FEEs FoR TUBERCULIN TESTING. 


Mr. JoHN KERNOHAN, in his remarks, said that while 
it would be possible to fix a definite fee for Belfast, he 
was afraid it would be almost impossible to do so in 
rural districts ; distance and number of animals to be 
tested would have to be taken intoaccount. He certainly 
would be glad to hear of a scheme whereby a fixed or 
recognised fee could be arrived at. 

Mr. Ross said that what was urgently required by the 
veterinary surgeons of the North of lreland was combi- 
nation, and would urge all to join this Association with 
a view to suppress the custom of cutting down fees, 
which unfortunately is becoming so frequent. He was 
glad to say that he thought there was not so much 
jealonsy as heretofore amongst the members of the pro- 
fession in the North of Lreland. 

Mr. GreGG suggested that a scale of fees should be 
tixed on lines something like the following :—Noseparate 
case should be done for less than one guinea, a small 
herd might be arranged for at say 10s. 6d. per head, 
— a greater number might be done for 7s. 6d. per 
head. ° 

Mr. CREIGHTON agreed with Mr. Kernohan that dis- 
tance should be considered. 

Mr. McConnELL remarked that we were just wasting 
our time. We might arrange a fee here, and when we 
get home do as we like ; we should not like to see our 
clients go past us. He was of the opinion that all 
veterinary surgeons should see the test completed, and 
not leave it to medical doctors, byre men etc. The test 
would then be looked upon as more reliable. 

Mr. JOHNSTON said it would bea guide to the profess- 
ion if we hada standard fee. He agreed with Mr. Me- 
Connell that the test should not be left to anyone buta 
veterinary surgeon to complete. He also agreed with 
Mr. Gregg as to his suggestion that a scale of fees should 
be drawn up and submitted at next meeting. 

Mr. Ross considered that this would be impossible, 

and that the fees should be arranged locally. 
Mr. Lamont, while recognising the difficulty of a fixed 
fee, expressed his opinion in favour of a scale of fees, 
distance etc. being taken into consideration. After fur- 
ther discussion Mr. Gregg moved, and Mr. Johnston 
seconded, that the President, Treasurer, and Secretary 
draw up a scale of fees and submit same to members for 
observations, after which they be returned to the Secre- 
tary who along with the President and Treasurer would 
then proceed (taking the observations of the members 
as a gnide) to fix a scale. 


REGISTRATION FEE. 

Mr. Kerronan proposed, and Mr. Lamont seconded, 
that we should adhere to the decision of Council. .\fter 
discussion this was agreed to. 
The SEcRETARY was authorised to order a copy of the 
Register. 

PARLIAMENTARY INFLUENCE. ; 
It being considered that direct Parliamentary intlu- 
ence would be necessary in order to safeguard our 
interests at the framing of the new Bill, it was resolved 
that some of the Ulster Members be written to asking 
them if they would be so kind asto doso. 
A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the 


motion was put to the meeting and passed. 


meeting. J. A. Jorpan, Hon. Sce. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders 
Anthrax. [| wnd-Mouth | (including Swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Farcy) 
Out- Ani- Out- Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- Slaugh. 
breaks mals. /breaks} mals. |breaks| mals. breaks, tered 
rr. BRITAIN. Week ended Mar. 14 20 25 41 250 
1907 18 23 18 38 13 39 411 
vetresponding week in { 1906 22 23 21 45 13 g | 13 
26) 48 36] 138 57 
Total for 11 weeks, 1908 263 3671 3 il2 184 6138 | 535 327 | 1468 
| 212265 | 212 481 | 321] 388 | 1756 
Corresponding period in 1906 .. | 220 299 237) 431 222 190 841 
1905 .. | 228 328 250 «474 504 125 | 475 
oard of Agriculture and Fisheries, March 17, 1908. 
IRELAND. Week ended Mar 7] | -- J 7 1 | 43 
( 1907 6 2 57 
Corresponding Week in ; 1906 2 2 oe 28 
| 
Total for 10 weeks, 1908 2 | | 30 | 604 
1907 | | 117 35 | 625 
Corresponding period in 1906 2 | 2 2 7 oo | 109 7 186 
1905 | 6 12, 166 19 196 


Department of Agriculture and Technica/ Instruction fo 
Notk.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate cr! vy. 


r Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, March 11, 1908, 
* As Diseased or Exposec to Infecticn 


COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RETURNS— 
Parasitic MANGE, IN IRELAND. 


1908 1907 1906 
Outbreaks in February 5 8 11 14 
Two months 8 24 17-22 


- MILK LEGISLATION. 


_Alarge and influential deputation representing the 
Central and Associated Chambers of Agriculture, the 
Tuberculosis Committee, the Central Land Association, 
and the County Councils’ Association waited, on 12th 
Inst., upon the President of the Local Government Board, 
at Whitehall, to put before him their views regarding the 
future application and operation of the law in connection 
with the production and distribution of milk. 

Sir J. Dickson-Poynper, M.P., chairman of the 
Central Chamber 
deputation, said that the agricultural community res- 
gas for the production of milk were fully alive to 
: © urgent necessity of protecting the consumer in the 

a from impure or insanitary milk, and they would 
ae any regulations to ensure that end. The depu- 
“ake desired to aid Mr. Burns in introducing a Bill 
of th » While it might have as its object the diminution 
elle evils arising from impure and insanitary milk, 
reasonably protect the farmer 

al co 
or irksome liability mmunity from any unnecessary 


— to represent directly and with some authority 
oe at of the majority of the dairy farmers through- 
not att Py He assured Mr. Burns that they did 

€nd in any spirit of hostility to any legislation. 


1905 | 


in which might cause embarrassment. 
Commit spcke on behalf of the Tuberculosis 
inittee, of which he is chairman, and said they also | rin 


| (Hear, hear.) They would be glad to know that it was 
' Mr. Burns’s intention to introduce a general Bill dealing 
with the milk supply throughout the country, and they 
trusted that it would be compebensive, compulsory, and 
general ; they also trusted that no area would be 
exempted from any provisions contained in it, and that 
no locality would be able to enforce more stringent 
provisions than the Bill would contain. He could not 
see why London should be made an exception (Hear, 
hear. 

C. MippteTton, chairman of the Dairy Products 
Committee of the Central Chamber of Agriculture, 
dwelt on the qnestion of the inspection of dairy cattle 
and cowsheds. Mr. J. SapLeR (Cheshire), representing 
‘the working and tenant farmers of England, set forth 
| their views on the distribution of milk. Mr. C. E. Lone- 
ork, speaking for the County Councils’ Association, 
said they desired legislation in the interests of the con- 
umers, but it should be fair to the producers of milk. 


of Agriculture, in introducing the | Sir GeorGE Baruam dealt with the points of inspection 


and immediate slanghter, with compensation out of Im- 
perial funds ; and the other speakers were Mr. Bown 
Jones, chairman of the Shropshire County Council : 
Prof. PENBERTHY, for the Central Chamber and Tuber- 
culosis (Animals) Committee, from the veterinary point 
of view; and Mr. F. J. Luoypb, bacterivlogist and analyst, 
and consulting chemist to the British Dairy Farmers’ 
Association. 

Lord Onstow, chairman of the Central Lands Assoc- 
iation, hoped that in the Bill some standard of ay 
| would be fixed, as a solute purity was unattainable, 
Mr. Burns, atter I the regret of Lord Car- 
gton that, owing to illness, he could not be present, 
said that he was pleased to hear that all the interests 
were agreed as to the necessity for general legislation, 

uniform regulation, and, if possible, a uniform code of 
_ by-laws in connection with the milk trade. That view 
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had been advanced because it was said it was not only 
‘in the interests of the public, but in the interests of the 
milk suppliers themselves. He would go further and 
say that for the future of the milk trade, to which they 
all wished success and prosperity, it was exceedingly 
desirable that the farmer, dairyman, and retail seller, 
should adapt themselves tu the growing opinion that 
there was in favour of milk—more milk and better milk 
(Hear, hear). With regard to county action as against 
local action, though as an ideal it was almost perfection, 
it would be found rather difficult to realise quite so soon 
as some of them could wish. On the subject of com- 
a he did not himself object to public money 
eing if there was an adequate public return. But they 
must not forget that too often compensation was the 
Mesopotamia, not only of the milk and meat trades, but 
many other trades, and if it was not given with a dis- 
criminating eye and hand it was very frequently a greater 
evil than the one it was designed to cure. f course, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the matter of com- 
pensation, would have bis views, and he (Mr. Burns ) 
would have to hear what he had to say. He thought, 
however, the deputation were a bit too frightened about 
compensation. Common sense would be their guide, 
public health their aim, and equity their means. They 
would look into the question of limited liability, which, 
he admitted, was serious, but not insuperable. He could 
hold out no hope that foreign milk and cream would be 
prohibited. He was much obliged to them for the prac- 
tical ~~ in which they had laid their case before him. 
He would tell them frankly that this was a difficult and 
a complex problem. He believed that to reconcile the 
interests sf the producer and the consumer was almost 
impossible. There must necessarily be some friction of 
some kind between the two interests pending the ideal 
condition of things when the two interests would, by 
greater education of each other, by greater combination 
among themselves, and by the aid of Parliament and 
the municipalities, come together to get a reasonable 
working of things in which every interest would be 
satisfied. Pending legislation, he would like to see all 
the interest, by agreement preferably, doeven more than 
they were now doing for their trade, and he must say 
that, in his judgment, many of the statements that had 
been recently made against the milk industry had been 
the citation of special instances and the giving to them 
of general application. Enormous progress had been 
made in recent years in the milk and dairy trade, and he 
was more pleased with the last exhibition at the Agri- 
cultural Hall than with any similar exhibition he had 
seen in any country in the world. So far as he could, 
by practical and reasonable legislation and sensible regu- 
lations, effect the object they had in view, while at the 
same time extending the milk supply and safeguarding 
the public health, he would be glad to co-operate with 
— in their beneficent intentions (Cheers ).—Z'he 
ames. 


THE CONVEYANCE OF DISEASE BY 
DOMESTIC PETS. 


In view of the annotation appearing on page 520 of 
your issue of March 2ad, 1907, the following series of 
cases of diphtheria, the last two of which were very possi- 
bly due to the presence of cats in the house, may 4 of 
lnterest. 

The first of the series was a girl, aged 7. She was at- 
tacked on Feb. 16th, 1907, was first seen by a medical 
man on the 2]st, was removed to hospital on that day, 
and died on March 2nd. 

The other members of the household consisted of the 
father, mother, three girls, aged 12, 4, and 4 months re- 


was the four-year-old girl. She was very poorly on Nov. 


the 5th, and died on the 15th. 

The third case was on Dec. 20th, the boy being the 
victim. He was removed to hospital on the 22nd, and 
remained there till after the end of January, 1908. There 
were then left the father, mother, and the two girls of 


13 and 1. Swabs from the throats of these gave negative ~ 


bacteriological results. 


On Jan. 23rd, 1908, the baby fell ill, and was removed } 


to hospital the following day with diphtheria. On the 
occurrence of the second and third cases I made careful 
inquiries as to the extent of disinfection carried out, and, 
so far as could be judged, nothing was overlooked. The 
mother was a careful woman, and probably had not 
concealed any articles that had been near the patients; 
these had been removed and disinfected by steam, 
and every room in the house had been sprayed on each 
occasion. 

[had noticed that there were two cats—a tabby and 
a black one—both of which were said to be in excellent 
health throughout. They had, however, been petted by 
the children, and probably by the patients, and, when 
the fourth case was notified, it occurred to me that it 
might be worth while to attempt a bacteriological exami- 
nation of theircoats. Accordingly I rubbed a moistened 
swab thoroughly over the fur of each cat. The cultures 
on serum consisted largely of a vigorously-growing 
bacillus resembling B. sudbti/cs, and there were also a 
number of cocci. Smears from the culture derived from 
the tabby cat, however, showed a considerable number 
of organisms identical in appearance with the Klebs- 
Loeffler bacillus, both when stained by methylene-blue 
and by Neisser’s method. <A few Neisser-positive 
organisms were present in the culture from the black cat, 
but I conld see no diphtheroid forms in the smear stained 
by methylene-blue. 

I tried to isolate the suspicious bacillus from the former 
culture, but failed, owing to the predominance of the 
other organisms, so that complete proof of the presence 
of the specific bacillus is lacking. Nevertheless, the cats 
afford the most probable explanation for, at any rate, 
the third and fourth cases, since the house is in an iso 
lated portion of the borough, and there bad been ne 
other cases of diphtberia in the neightourhood since the 
beginning of the year. None of the last three children 
to be attacked attended school, and the eldest girl had 
left school before the second case happened. There was 
nothing in the general surroundings to account for the 
disease, and the sanitary arrangements of the house 
were in good condition. 

The' cats had been destroyed and buried before | had 
another opportunity of making an examination. 

A. E. Portrr, M.D., D.PH. 
Medical Officer of Health, Reigate. 
The British Medical Journal. 


Death from Anthrax. 


At the City Coroner’s Court Dr. F. J. Waldo held 
an inquest on the body of Mary Ellen Gool-y, 33, 4 
children’s nurse in the employ of Mrs. White, the 

rincipal of a private school at Paradise House, — 
Street Stoke Newington, who died on Sunday 10 > 
Bartholomew’s Hospital from anthrax. — Dr. on 
watched the case on behalf of the Home Office. Ewer 
ing to the evidence, the nurse was unwell on Saturday 
last, suffering from what was believed to be — 
On the following day she was much worse, and ha i 
fit in the evening. The doctor who attended her ar pot 
ordered her removal to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, a0" 
went with her himself. She was unconscious when # 
mitted and died in 20 minutes. 


spectively, and a boy aged 2. The next to be attacked 


Mrs. White and the nurse’s sister, who Was, - . 
service at Paradise House, were closely question 


2nd, was seen by a doctor and removed to hospital on ~ 
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to the food that had been eaten lately, the clothing used’ 
ete., but nothing was found out to indicate how the 
disease had been contracted. 

Dr. Legge stated that the nurse must have come into 
contact with the flesh or skin of an animal which bad 
died from anthrax ; possibly some meat she had eaten 
had been so affected. English as well as foreign and 
colonial meat was subject to anthrax. There was an 
abrasion on the tongue, and he believed the microbe 
must have entered there either from food or dust. 

The jury returned a verdict of “ Death from natural 
causes,” and added a rider to the effect that anthrax, in 
their opinion, should be included in the list of diseases 
to be compulsorily reported to medical officers of health. 
—The Times. 


Anthrax Prosecution at Perth. 


In Perth Sheriff Court, on Friday, Mareh 13, at a 
Justice of the Peace Conrt--Mr. F. Norie Miller and Mr. 
John Masterton presiding—Stewart Turnbull, farmer, 
Blacklaw, B-ndochy, Perthshire, was charged with hav- 
ing had on 29th and 30th January, 1908, belonging to 
him and in his possession in a cattle court at the farm 
steading of Blacklaw, occupied by him, a bullock affected 
with or suspected of being affected with anthrax ; with- 
out lawful authority or excuse failed with all practicable 
speed to give notice of the fact of the bullock being so 
diseased or suspected toa police constable: and further, 
the diseased or suspected bullock having died on 30th 
January at the farm steading of Blacklaw from anthrax, 
the accused, without lawful authority or excuse, on 31st 
January, 1908, removed the carcase or caused it to be 
removed to the railway station at Alyth. and thence by 
railway to the public slanghter-houses in East Dock 
Street, Dundee, and that not for the purpose of its being 
bnried or destroyed by the Local Authority of the County 
of Perth. The accused pleaded guilty. 

Mr. Mitchell, solicitor, of Messrs. Mitchell and Logan, 
solicitors, Perth, who appeared on his behalf, said that 
the acensed himself suspected that the beast had diced 
from natural causes, probably indigestion. Thinking 
that there was nothing wrong, he sent the animal to a 
Blairgowrie bntcher to get the carcase dressed, and it 
Was therefore despatched to Dundee. On arrival at 
Dundee, the inspector observed at once that the animal 
had been affected by anthrax, and a police constable 
thereafter called unon Mr. Tarnball and explained to 
him that it had failed to pass the inspector at Dundee. 
For the first time the accused then knew that the animal 
had been so affected. S:bsequently he informed a police 
constable and a veterinary surgeon who called on him of 
the symptoms which were evident in the animal before 


30th. In all the beast was ill for 36 hours, and during 
that time exhibited all the symptoms of anthrax. Turn- 
bull cilled in a butcher after he had bled the bullock 
on the afternoon of the same day it died to dress the 
carcase, and while doing so the butcher, Mr. Fell, then 
made the discovery that the enlargement of the spleen 
was affected, which was one of the most pronounced 
syinptoms of anthrax. Mr. Fell drew the attention of 
Mr. Tarnbull to the matter, and told him that the animal 
had died of anthrax. Accused told the butcher that he 
intended sending it on to Dundee, but Fell warned him 
against such a proceeding, but, notwithstanding these 
repeated warnings, the carcase was sent along with the 
skin to Dundee on the 31st. It was the duty of the 
accused, on discovering that the animal was suffering 
from disease, to apply to the nearest police office wherein 
the farm was situated, but he had failed to comply with 
the regulations. The animal was sent on to Dundee to 
be disposed of as human food, and Mr. Boyes said he 
could nut conceive a worse case than the present. One 
did not like to think of the consequences. 

Mr. F. Norie Miller said that they looked upon the 
present case as a very serious one, and the fine for each 
offence would be £3, with no expenses.—-7’he Dundee 
Advertiser. 


Warranty against Tuberculosis. 


At the annual meeting of the Meat Trades National 
Federation, among other matters discussed was the 
necessity of buying cattle with a warranty :— 

The Special Committee which had considered the 
question of warranty with live stock submitted the 
following resolution : 

“That in view of the test case snbmitted by the Lon- 
don Society now pending and shortly to be decided, this 
Committee earnestly recominends the Federation mean- 
while to reaffirm and emphasise the resolution adopted 
at Cardiff to enforce the warranty with all live stock 
purchased in bona fide, in order that, if necessary, defi- 
nite action calculated to effectually safeguard the pur- 
chaser may be taken forthwith.” 

Mr. Brechin said the Committee came to that conclu- 

sion beeanse if the decision was favourable the diffienlty 
would then be solved, and if it was not favourable then 
the Federation wonld join hands in connection with the 
matter. There were others who were trying to work 
out their own salvation, and these they wished “God 
speed.” 
Mtr. Blakeman said in North Staffordshire they felt 
that the Federation did not move rapidly enough, but 
he thought that on this occasion they should bow to the 
decision of the Special Cominittee. 


it died, and stated that he had no idea it had died from 


anthrax, as otherwise he would have notified the authori- | 
Turnbull was entirely ignorant of the orders | 


ties. Mr. 
that were issued by the Board of Agriculture, and Mr. 
Mitchell submitted that in this case the accused had 
acted in ignorance of these conditions. The animal was 
in good condition, and he understood it was quite com: 
mon for farmers to act as Mr. Turnbull had done by 
#etting careases dressed and sent on to the market at 
Dundee. He submitted that acensed had acted in inno- 


cence, and he asked their Honours if they conld not see | 


o~ way to admonish Turnbull, that they might make 
a one under the 
oyes, Deputy Procurator-Fiscal, statec 
eo Was acting in ignorance of the orders issned by 
¢ Board of Agriculture and of the law. The bullock in 
was one of a hundred were in the stead- 
ne rs was associated with the other cattle. It took 
the 7 aeety on the 29th January, and was badly during 
® whole of the day, and died on the afternoon of the 


statements amounted to this-—that the 


Alderman Hoptroff said the farmers of the Crewe dis- 
trict would not give their Association an andience on 
‘He wanted to take to his Association some- 
‘thing of weight, so that they conld start business in a 
‘thorongh manner, for they had made np their minds, 
‘along with the North Staffordshire people, to do some- 
ithing. They did not feel inclined to stand a second 
insult from the farmers. ; ; 

Mr. Fillingham (Sheffield) said candidates for Parlia- 
mentary honours should be questioned on the subject, 
‘and then the loci! Associations could use their in- 
‘fluence in support of the one who gave them a favour- 
able answer. 

Mr. Chapman said the Special Committee were pre- 
pared with a very much more drastic resolution, but 
they were face to face with this test case and they 
understood that the decision wonld be given shortly 
after Easter. They were hopeful that the decision 
would be in their favour, and then the whole thing 


would drop. 


‘the subject. 
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Councillor Dodd (Chester) moved the following adden- 
dum to the Committee’s resolution :— 

“Tn consideration of the fact that very large losses 
may occur through confiscation prior to a decision in the 
pending test case, this Federation urges all Associations 
to make every effort to secure a full warranty throughout 
the United Kingdom.” 

He was pleased he had a brighter picture to present 
than Alderman Hoptroff, of Crewe, because warranties 
were given in his part of the country, and they were a 
security that butchers were prepared to give the full 


now give the warranty. 

Mr. Thomas seconded, and said they were all agreed 
on the one fundamental princijle that meat traders 
could not be expected to bear the whole burden, and 
they must be indemnified from this serious loss. 

A Newcastle-on-Tyne representative said there was an 
indemnity scheme in that town, and a system of insur- 
ance, but he did not agree with it. 

Councillor Venner said at Reading they found the 
farmers very amenable. They had met them in meetings 
and found them very sympathetic. The principle of a 
warranty had been ratified by the Corporation, and that 
was a great point. 

Councillor Sone, Brighton, thonght the Emergency 
Committee should have power to deal with the matter 
immediately the result of the appeal was known. 

The resolution, with the addendum, was then passed. 
—Meat Trades’ Journal. 


Charge of Cruelty Dismissed, 


At the Thames Police Court, before Mr. Chester Jones, 
George Smith, horsekeeper, in the employ of Messrs. M. 
Abbott & Co., coal merchants, Burdett Road, E., was 
summoned for causing a horse to be worked while in an 
unfit state, by reason of sores, on Feb. 27, at Com- 
mercial Road, E. Mr. W. Freeman Barrett appeared 
for the defence. 

P.C. 259H said that on Wednesday, February 25th, at 
5.30 p.m., he was on duty in Commercial Road, and saw 
a bay gelding attached to a van, and he noticed its 
withers were very red and sore. He waited until the 
Griver come out of a coffee shop, and then stopped him. 
He said his name was George Munro, and witness re- 
— him to take the pad off the horse’s back. He 

id so, and witness saw an old sore discharging a little ; 
so he took the man to the station, where he was later 
charged. A veterinary surgeon saw the horse. About 
6.30 the same evening the present defendant came to the 
station ; going into the yard where they were examining 
the horse, he said, “ That’s red paint you see on the 
horse’s withers ; I put it on the night before.” He said 
he was the horsekeeper, but did not say who sent the 
horse out. Smith was subsequently charged with eaus- 
ing the horse to he worked in an unfit state. 

Mr. Freeman Barrett (cross-cxamining): Munro was 
_ represented by counsel at the time of the charge ?— 

O, Sir. 

You did not on the last occasion complain of the 
shoulders ?—I complained of the withers and back. 

You saw the alleged sores without removing the col- 
lar (—Yes. 

Therefore the collar was removed from the sores. In 
fact the sores were not in contact with the harness at 
all ?—Not as the horse was standing. When the horse 
was worked the sores were bound to catch the collar. 

Do you know the difference between magenta and 
red t—Yes. I would call the colour I saw red. 

Was it red paint or ointment ?—We had rain, and if 
it had been paint it would have washed off. 

Do you say there was a sore on the withers, and in- 


How large ?—Five or six inches long. 
continued rubbing of the collar. 


and not red.—No, it was red. 

That colour was due to ointment !— No, sir. 

Do you suggest there was any cruelty to the horse ?-— 
Great cruelty, if the collar touched it. 

How long would the sore last ?—-It would be plainly 
visible next day 

Two or three days ?— Yes. 

Further questioned, witness admitted that perspira- 
tion would soil the collar and pad, but he noticed blood 
and matter mixed on the pad. The sore on the back was 
the size of a sixpence. It was a small sore, with a swell- 
ing round it about the size of asmallegg. It was quite 
perceptible, and could be observed the following day by 
anyone who cared to examine the horse. 

Connsel : I put it to you that it was not a sore at all 
on the back. It wasa spot absolutely dry and of long 
standing ’—-Yes ; I don’t deny that. 

Mr. Wilson, veterinary surgeon, Limehouse, said he 
examined the bay gelding on the 26th at the court 
before 10 o’clock. It was in a fearful condition, with 
very sore withers and sore shoulders. It had a recent 
superficial abscess on the near side of the back as well. 
The sores were of old standing, and, in his opinion, from 
old-standing neglect and dirt. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Freeman Barrett: Was the 
horse fit to work ?—It was unfit to work. 

Counsel: How long had it been unfit ?— Over six 
weeks, on account of the withers and shoulder, and 
about a week for the sore side of the back. 

The Magistrate: Would the sores cause any pain /-- 
Intense pain, your Worship. 

Counsel: This horse has been utterly neglected !— 
The sores were caused by neglect. 

Extreme neglect !—Yes, extreme neglect. 

Do you know the firn of Messrs. Abbott ?--No. 

Are you sure :— Which Abbott ? 

The employers of George Smith?—I don’t know 
George Smith. 

The defendant in this case’--I know the firm you 
mean. 

Abbott’s, the coal people ’—I have been introduced 
to the representative of Messrs. Abbott. 

Why did yon say otherwise ?—T don’t know the firm 
exactly. 

Counsel: You know they have over 60 horses /~! 
could not tell you. 

You know that George Smith is the chief horsekeepet 
in charge of Messrs. Abbott’s stables ?—1 could not say. 
You do know about a contract betweer Messrs. 
Abbott and Mr. W. King, the veterinary surgeon 1] 
don’t know. 

I suggest that having a contract with a veterinary 
surgeon would be about the wisest thing the firm could 
do ’—It depends on how it paid. 

You were anxious to be the veterinary /—I should not 
mind being veterinary surgeon to you. : 

I suggest having this contract was a wise thing! I 
shou'd recommend it. 
Can you suggest any better course for avoiding pall 
and diseases to animals?—It is a very commendable 
proceeding. 
I thank you! It’s the best thing they could possibly 
do ’—Quite so. 
And this is a nine years’ old horse !—I don’t know !s 
age. I did not look at its mouth. a - 
It is a usefal horse and in fair condition /—It 1s ® 
useful horse and in fair condition. awe aa 
Oh, yon admit that ?—Mnscular condition I'm talking 
about. 


What were the sores like?—They were due to the q | 
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How many sores were there on its shoulders -- 


Many sores. 

How many /—I found a lot of spots. 
them. 

You can’t say ‘—There were lots of small sores ; sup- 
purating at several points. 

How many t—Over twenty centres. 

Sufticient to dirty the collar?--Any suppuration will 
dirty a collar. 

Counsel : According to you, they were very bad ?-— 
Yes. 

The Magistrate: From the top of the shoulders to the 
withers were the sores bad ?-—Yes, very bad. 

Counsel: You saw the horse on the 26th ?—I saw it 
the day the case was tried here. 

In that condition you describe would the sores be 
visible next day t—- I don’t understard you. 

The Magistrate: You saw the horse on the 26th. If 
anybody saw it on the 27th could the sores be seen, or 
could they have healed !—If a veterinary set about it, 
he could make a great improvement. 

Counsel: You know that all horses that have done 
work in London at some time or another receive injuries 
to the shoulders ?—That’s a big order, isn’t it? (Laugh- 
ter.) 
You don’t suggest that this horse has been working 
four or five years in London without receiving an injury 
to the shoulders ?—Not necessarily so. I know lots of 
horses that have not had sore shoulders. 

Well, 75 or 85 per cent. at least have !—No doubt a 
big percentage. 

These were old-standing scars or cicatrices ?—Ye-. | 
admit they were old-standing scars, but there was a great 
deal of inflammation. 

With old-standing cicatrices there is no pain !—Not 
necessarily so. After a sore has healed and leaves a scar, 
if the collar or harness presses it down on to tender 
nerves it causes pain. 

If that is so, then 80 per cent. of London horses would 
have to stop work ?—They take a bit out of the collar 
to ease it. 

As to the withers !—They were very bad. 

_ What was the matter ?—There was a sore five or six 
inches in length, very much inflamed and red. | felt 
the withers, but saw nor felt no mercurial ointment. 

_ The Magistrate : I understand the horse was fidgety 
in the courtyard ?—It jumped about. 

Counsel : What did you see on the horse ?--I saw blood 
and fester covering six inches. 

Was there much discharge ?—Yes. 

_ Were there abscesses on the withers ?—It was suppura- 
ting sores. 

A dozen or half-a-dozen !—Impossible to say. 

Several t-. Yes. 

You have heard of “healing under scab” —That is 
an old-fashioned, barbarous method. 

Is it not common ?—It depends on what the scab is. 
— : a scab of sernm, dirt and scales, it is going to be 

elty. 

Is it not a well known surgical term to “heal under 
scab” 1—Yes, 

Is not the scab dry then, as apart from suppuration ? 
—Yes, absolutely dry. 

hy was not the scab coming under the saddle rubbed 
off _—It was, 
ont not there a scab on the back ?—There was no scab 

Is there not considerable ill-feeling between you and 

r. King, who is Messrs. Abbotts’ veterinary surgeon ! 
~-I don’t think so. 

Le Magistrate : Did you not know to whom the horse 
onged when you examined it ?—No. 
unsel : Nor when you gave evidence !—No. 
© you swear that /—I swear it. I am on oath. 
eorge Smith said he lived at Limehouse, and was 


couldn’t count 


defendant in this case. He had been with Messrs. 
Abbott and Co. 22 years, and was in charge of the horses. 
He had never been fined with regard to horses. He had 
charge of sixty horses, and was held responsible tor 
them. The horse in question had been working regu- 
larly for three years, that was ever since they had it. 
Mr. King was their veterinary surgeon and attended 
daily, and sometimes twicea day. He was instructed to 
consult him at once if he was in doubt about a horse 
being well, and he carried out those instructions. They 
kept spare horses in the stables in case any horse fell ill, 
and he acted entirely on Mr. King’s advice. They had 
a notice posted up in the yard which could be seen b 
all the carmen, instructing that in the case of horses ail- 
ing when at work they should telephone at once for 
other horses to be sent. Witness saw the horse in ques- 
tion on February 25th when it was sent out, and in his 
opinion it was fit for work. He had had occasion to 
call the vet.’s attention to it fourteen days before, as he 
thought it was suffering from a slight skin disease he- 
tween the withers and the back. He was treating it 
with a pink ointment, which coloured the withers. 
There was nothing but that ointment applied to the 
withers. 

The Magistrate : When did the veterinary surgeon see 
to the horse last before the 25th —About a week pre- 
viously. 

Continuing, he said there was no necessity for the 
veterinary to see it that week. ‘Tere were no discharged 
wounds on the shoulders, nor sores, 

In answer to counsel, witness agreed that horses in 
London almost invariably had cicatrices from old 
wounds, and that was the condition of this horse's 
shoulders. There was no large wound suppurating nor 
any large discharging centre, neither was there any in- 
flammation. The harness did not ‘come into contact 
with the ointment. As to the back, it was not true 
that there were wounds discharging blood and matter, 
nor was there any swelling there. There was nothing 
on the saddle and nothing on the back but an old, dry 
scab, and under that there was no tenderness, He ex- 
amined the saddle the next exening, and Mr. King did 
the same, and it was in the same condition as when 
it came off the horse. Mr. Caton saw the saddle, too, 

The Magistrate; Did the horse’s collar go near the 
ointment not near it. 

Do horses often have skin diseases !— Yes, sir. 

In answer to questions by the police constable, 
witness said he did not put the pad on the horse’s back 
when they took it away from the station, but the car- 
man did. 

Mr. Wm. Samuel King, M.R.C.V.S., 23 East India 
Dock Road, said he had been qualified abont eight years, 
and had been practising in London. He wasa veterinary 
to Messrs. Abbotts’ by contract, and it was not material 
whether he attended daily or not. He did visit daily, 
however, and he had seen the horse in question about 
14 days before the case came on. He attended it for a 
slight skin disease. Smith had instructions to call bim 
if anything happened to the horses, and he gave his 
advice as to what Smith had to do. On February 26 he 
examined this horse. With regard to the shoulder it had 
no sore, but evidences of old cicatrices. But they 
always got that with horses in London up to 75 percept. 
of them, and it was not customary to stop horses from 
work for it. There were no discharging centres on the 
shoulders in the line with the collar, and no blood or 
matter. Neither was there any skin inflanmation. In 
fact, the horse was quite fit to work. He had at tended 
the horse’s withers on the previous occasion for a slight 
skin affection, and had administered a magenta-coloured 
ointment. When he examined the horse on the day 
following the occurrence he found that the rain had 
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no discharge. It was common to rest horses if the skin 
disease was sufficiently serious to justify them doing so. 
As to being rubbed by the collar, the marks would not 
come into contact with that piece of harness at all. 
There was no inflammation on the back of the horse, 
although there was an old cicatrix or scab which would 
come in close centiguity to the pad. It was, in fact, a 
healing wound, which had not quite healed at the edges. 

In answer to Counsel, Mr. King said the term “ heal- 
ing under scab,” was one of the four principal surgical 
terms. Thecardinal points of surgery were immediate 
union ; first intention ; second intention ; granulation, 
and under the scab. 

By the Magistrate: He saw the horse on the 27th, 
and it was working on that day. lt had been examined 
by two other veterinary surgeons, and both considered 
the horse was fit to work, and it had worked ever since 
to his knowledge. 

Mr. W. Caton, F.R.C.V.S. (Mile End) had been quali- 
tied 40 years and practised in London for 28 years. He 
examined the horse on the day following the occurrence. 
He agreed with Mr. King that the horse was fit for work, 
and that there were no suppurating wounds, while the 
saddle was absolutely clean. He had advised that it 
was fit to work. 

The Magistrate: Was any part of that surface covered 
with ointment rubbed by the collar?—-I did not see the 
ointment, but nothing came into contact with the 
harness. 

Mr. Thomas Chesterman, M R.C.V.S., of Leman 
Street, Whitechapel, said he had been 40 years in 
practice in London, and saw the horse on Wednesday, 
26th February. He had heard the evidence of Mr. King, 
and he concurred with it in every respect, and he had no 
doubt that the horse was fit for work. 

Counsel said he would leave the case in the hands of 
the magistrate. 

Mr. Chester Jones said it was a very unfortunate case, 
and ought to have been heard by the magistrate who 
heard the other case. He saw the herse and so could 
have judged the points better. He bimself had to form 
an opiniv»n from what he heard, and perhaps if he had 
seen the horse he might have taken a different view. He 
was not going to suggest that the witness Wilson was not 
absolutely truthful from |.is point of view, but there 
was a preponderance of evidence on the other side. It 
was one of those cases where doctors differ, and he 

could not convict for a criminal offence. The summons 
would have to be dismissed. 

An application for costs was disallowed. 


Cruelty to a Cow. 


In the Southern Police Court, before Mr. Drury, 
Patrick Mullen was summoned by the police for having 
on the 30th January, in Fleet Street, cruelly ill-treated 
a cow, 

Mr. Tobias prosecuted on behalf of the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. 

lt appeared from the evidence of Constable Barton 
that on the 30th January Mr. Arthur Deacon, of Sandy- 
cove, called to College Street Police Station, and com- 

lained that a cow bad been cruelly ill-treated in Fleet 

treet by a man who put tobacco spittle into the animal’s 
eyes, causing the animal pain and suffering. Witness 
accompinied Mr. Deacon to Fleet Street, where he saw 
a fat cow lying in the carriage way, refusing to move. 
The man in charge of the cow was Patrick Mullen, 
22 South Cumberland Street, who said he did it for a 
cure to rouse up the cow, and that they always did the 
same thing with cattle for that purpose. The cow, at 
Witness’s request, was subsequently taken away to be 
slaughtered. 


Mr. Deacon deposed that he had heard the prisoner 
did this thing before, and he told him that he bad been 
watching him. The prisoner had been chewing tobacco, 

Mr. Drury imposed a fine of £3, or in default six 
weeks’ imprisonment with hard labour. 

The prisoner said he had two little orphan children 
whose mother was dead. 

Mr. Drury: [ cannot help it. 
drel.—Lrish Times. 


presiding. 


the Veterinary Surgeons Act (1881) Amendment Bill, 


tions of the College at the conclusion of their studies. 
By the accidental omission to pay a fee of a guinea 
members of the college were to have their names ex- 
punged from the roll of the College. 


but if the provisions resembled the description given 
them it was a measure that ought to be watched. 

Rev. Dr. Gillespie said that the commonest and most 
simple operations now performed by skilled persons 
other than surgeons were probibited by the Bill ; they 
must be performed by a veterinary surgeon. The) 
should oppose the Bill or broader grounds than the in- 
terests of the veterinary profession. It was a most 
mischievous and selfish bill-—it was trades unionism in 
its very worst form. 

The Bill was remitted to the Science Committee with 
a view to opposition.—Glasgow Herald. 


At their meeting last week the Highland Society 
directors took up a very proper position in deciding to 
oppose the Veterinary Surgeons Bill. The Bill, which 
promoted by the Council of the Royal College of Veter! 
nary Surgeons, proposes to furnish the Council with a0 
endowment of 3.000gs. per annum by levying a fee 0! 
one guinea on every registered member of the veterinay 
profession, and in the event of any member neglecting 
to pay that annual levy, his name is to be expunged 
from the roll of membership for that year and until tha! 
fee is paid. The Bill also proposes that every operation 
of a veterinary character must for the time to come 
performed by a veterinary surgeon. At present there 
are many minor operations on animals which are per: 
formed by non-professional men quite as skilfully and 
successfully as they conld be by legally qualified profes: 
sional men, but the Bill aims at stopping all that, and 
having even these minor operations all performed by 
professional men, who would of course charge higher fees 
than those charged by these non-professionals. This * 
intended as a sop to the veterinary Cerberus to comp?” 
sate the members of the profession for that annual levy 
of one guinea perannum which the Council of the Re 
College want to get hold of. For another thing, the b! 
would be breaking faith with all the men who have -_ 
the veterinary diploma of the Highland Society or! 
membership of the Royal College, as they passe o 
examinations for these honours, and were as* ured oy I 
doing so they would be able to practise for the |. 
period of their natural lives as veterinary surg20ns 
out any further payment. The Highland directot 
unanimously arrived at the decision that the passi?® 


the Bill would involve greatly increased cost 10 


You are a great scoun. 


Veterinary Surgeons’ Act (1881) Amendment 
A meeting of the directors of the Highland and Agri- ~ i 
cultural Society was held in their rooms, George IV. § 
Bridge, Edinburgh—Mr. Alexander Cross, of Knockdon, 7 
Mr. Macdonald brought under notice of the directors ~ | 
promoted by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. — i 


He said that grave objection was taken to the Bill by J 
veterinary surgeons who had complied with the cond 7 


Mr. Douglas said he had no knowledge of the Bill, - 
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farmers, and they resolved to oppose the Bill at all 
hands. This was undoubtedly a right and just decision. 
The farmer is surely to have the right to employ any 
one he chooses to perform these minor operations—-or 
major operations either—and he is not likely to employ 
any non-professional men whom he has not confidence 


in.—J. 


‘ 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


In the House of Commons, Monday, March 16. 
SERVICE EstTIMATEs. 


Mr. CHAPLIN moved a reduction of £1000, in order to 
extract from the Government some explanation of the 
proceedings of the Agricultural Department, both before 
and after the recent outbreak of foot-and-inouth disease, 
and to obtain some assurance as to the general policy to 
be observed and the methods to be adopted in any future 
ease which might occur in this country. If the disease 
had now been arrested, no praise could be too great for 
the officials and inspectors of the Board of Agriculture 
for having succeeded in so short a time iu arresting a 
disease which was most difficult to get rid of. On Nov. 
15 last the Board of Agriculture was warned by a letter 
from the Central Chamber of Agriculture in London of 
the great danger there was of the re-appearance of foot- 
and-mouth disease in this country, owing to the importa- 
tion of hay and straw from the Netherlands, which 
was infected with the disease. Despite this warning, 
the landing in this country of hay and straw from the 
Continent was permitted to continue unchecked, and 
the Board did not make themselves acquainted with 
the circumstances. The Board had no more important 
duty than te guard the security of our flocks and herds 
by preventing the entry into this country of such 
diseases, 

Mr. CourTHope urged that great inconvenience had 
been experienced by the abseuee of a responsible official 
in tbe House of Commons, the President of the Board 
beinga p-er. He suggested that a Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Board of Agriculture should be appointed 
who should sit in whichever of the two Houses the 
President happened not to be. The Hon. Member pro- 
ceded to contrast the promptitude with which the Irish 
Board of Agriculture had acted compared with the dila- 
tory proceeding of the English Board. He asked the 
Government to appoint a Departmental Committee to 
Inquire into the matter de novo. There was another 
question. A great deal of good stock was bred in this 
country, and exported to the Argentine. On the slightest 

retext of indisposition these animals were slaughtered 

y the authorities in that country, and he desired that 
the Departmental Committee should take steps to see 
that our animals should receive fair treatment there. 

Mr. J. A. PeasE, replying for the Agricultural De- 
partment, said that the outbreak of foot-and-mouth 
disease was attributable undoubtedly to the cargo of h«y 
which came from Holland in November last. The 
authorities near Edinburgh, where the cargo landed, 
took every precaution, and 244 cattle which became in- 
fected were slanghtered, representing a loss to the coun- 
try of about £4,000. The opinion of the Board of Agri- 
culture was that we were now out of the wood so far as 
this infection was concerned. The importation of hay 
and straw from foreign countries had not been restrict- 
ed for twenty-five years. We imported annually froin 
abroad 65,509 tons of hay and 78,0U0 tons of straw, and 
the Government were not prepared to extend their 
existing precautionary regulations. With regard to 
te fever, the policy which the Board had pursued 

uring the past fourteen years had resulted in a largely- 
reduced number of animals having to be destroyed. 


Mr. WarNER suggested that something might be done 
to prevent the hay and straw packing which came from 
infected countries being afterwards sold as fodder. 

_Mr. J. Pease, replying to further points raised in the 
discussion, said there was much less risk of hayand straw 
containing infection when they were used for packing 
materials than when brought over in compressed form. 
He asked the Committee to consider what an enormous 
expense the country would be put to if an army of in- 
spectors had to follow up all articles from abroad packed 
in hay and straw. The Board of Agriculture had been 
blamed for having delayed the issue of their order. The 
Board fully recognised that their tirst concern was the 
interest of agriculture, and that in passing the order after 
mature reflection they had done their best to prevent 
any chance of foot-and-mouth disease again coming into 
this country by means of hay and straw. 


Anthrax at Devonport. 


A sheep, belonging to a Plymouth butcher, died in a 
field in the vicinity of Knollys Terrace, Pennycomequick, 
Devonport, under suspicious circumstances. Dr. O. Hall, 
the Medical Officer of Health, was immediately com- 
municated with, and satisfied himself that it was a case 
of anthrax. The carcase was immmediately buried in 
the field in lime. The sheep was brought with a number 
of other animals from Callington. 


The ‘Bus Amalgamation. 


The further circular from the Directors of the Van- 
guard Motor ’Bus Company is interesting not only as 
furnishing some details hitherto lacking regarding the 
proposed ’bus combine, but also as to the working of 
the Vanguard Company itself. Since the latter concert. 
was formed last March no statement of accounts what- 
ever has been issued, and it is not even known exactly 
what the four old companies constituting the amalgama- 
ti n then formed had been doing. Now, however, a 
brief summary of the results for the past nine months is 
given. According to these figures the gross receipts for 
the period amounted to £265,300, and after deducting 
outlay on repairs and renewals, amounting to £48,000, 
and making “ what is considered a proper and sufficient 
reserve for depreciation,” there was a profit of £20,200, 
showing a surplus of £11.200 over the sum required for 
Debenture interest. On the surface these figures are 
not so bad as might perhaps have been expected, but 
considering how vital is the question of depreciation to 


‘motor ’bus companies, it is a pity that more information 


is not supplied as to the basis upon «hich this item has 
been calculated. An audited balance-sheet_ would have 
been most useful at this juncture, more particularly as it 
is stated that considerable additional capital is urgently 
needed if the Company is to maintain its position, As 
it is, shareholders are left still very much in the dark as 
to the actual financial situation. The total capital of 
the Vanguard Company, it is understoed, consists of 
£293,500 Ordinary stock, £375,000 in seven per cent, 
Preference shares, and £199,000 in six per cent. Deben- 
tures. In the light of the figures given above the latter 
certainly appear to be rather badly treated under the 
scheme in being asked to accept a smaller amount of an 
inferior security bearing a lower rate of interest, and it 
is not surprising that holders are vigorously protesting 
against the proposed terms. As to the Ordinary and 
Preference, the only new detail is the pruportion of the 
purchase price allotted to each. They share het ween 
them the shares to be received from the London General 
Company, which, as already known, will be equivalent 
to the surplus of assets over liabilities shown by the 
valuation. Unless this surplus, however, exceeds the 
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total amount of the Preference capital, the Ordinary 

shareholders will get only one-tenth of the whole, and in 
any case they are not likely to fare very well in the final 
-adjustment.— Financial Times. 


Personal. 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts held at the Shire Hall, Chelms- 
ford, Mr. R. C. TayLer, veterinary surgeon, of Col- 
chester, was appointed veterinary inspector for the 
Tendring Division, in succession to Mr. James Taylor 
resigned.— Essex Times 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, March 17. 


ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


Serg.-Major Thomas Epton Campey to be Quarter- 
master, with the honorary rank of Lieutenant, vice R. C. 
Fenton placed on temporary half pay on account of ill- 
health. Dated, March 18, 1908. 


Maj. C. B. M. Harris, D.S.O., has been appointed 
to the Army Remount Depdt, Arborfield Cross, from 
1st April, relieving Capt. W. N. Wright who wil! proceed 
to Shorncliffe. 

Maj. H. A. Sullivan has been granted three months 
sick leave of absence. 

Lieut. T. A. Nicholas has been granted six months 
private leave t» England from India. 

Capt. A. H. Lane has been granted six months private 
leave to England from South Africa. 

Capt. P..J. Harris has been granted six months private 
leave to England from South Africa. 


OBITUARY. 


Tuomas B. Murer, M.R.C.V.S. 
Graduated, Glas: Dee., 1390. 


Death occurred on the 22nd February, at Wykeham, 
Yorks, from heart disease and incipient pneumonia. Mr. 
Muter was 41 years of age. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


LIABILITY OF M.R.C.V.S. DURING OPERATIONS. 
Sir, 

If the law in the island of Cyprus is the same as in Eng- 
land, Mr. Harvey should not be found liable. I have known 
the following accidents happen after casting in different 
parts of England and Scotland :—1. A broken femur, 2. A 
— diaphragm, 3. Aninjured shoulder, 4. A broken 


All Mr. Harvey has got to do to win his case if it comes 
to law is to prove that there was no negligence. 

Was there any mollities or fragilitas ossium? £40 for a 
three-year-old with a scirrhous cord is at least twice as much 
as it is worth.—Yours truly, 

G. Mayatt, M.R.C.V.S. 


THE REGISTRATION FEE. 
ir, 

Much has been said against our ability to pay an annual 
registration fee, even though we admit we are members of a 
learned profession protected by Act of Parliament. A char- 
tered accountant pupil has to pay £1 1s., an Associate £2 2s., 
and a Fellow £5 5s. per annum else his name is taken off the 
rolls. Nearly every calling has to pay an annual fee, but 
we object because we cannot afford £1 Is. per annum. I 

“am sorry to see we feel we are the poorest of the poor. 
R. 1. P 


THE PROPOSED BILL. 
Sir, 

With your permission I will again encroach on the space 
you so kindly give to your subscribers. 

My opinion that humanitarian principles should be 
brought to bear upon the suppression of quacks for animals 
has been considerably strengthened within the past week 
The following cases have been brought to me for treatment: 
1. A chestnut hunter, blemished for life and thirteen days 
suffering. 2. A valuable mare, blemished for life and three 
weeks suffering. 3 and 4. Horses dressed for mange—blis- 
tered from head to foot, at least a week of suffering, and 
as a result they are reduced to a pitiable condition. All 
cases of gross cruelty as a result of quack treatment and 
nostrums. 

It is within the bounds of possibility, sir, that my previous 
letter has irritated that beautiful specimen of a parasite to 
which I referred ; I trust his honour will be revived. 

The epistle from “ Practical’’ does not alter my views in 
the least, but his final remark, viz., that of the seidlitz pow- 
der, was well placed, and I gladly accepted it as a pleasant 
means of immunity against his blatant vulgarity. 

With Cornelius Wm. Herbert I sympathise in his failure 
to obtain registration ; from the tone of his letter I think he 
was more worthy than many on the list. 

It is to be regretted that in the present Bill there is not a 
clause in favour of castrators who have been practising for 
not less than five years. In my travels I have met with 
many excellent operators and also cruel bunglers, and it is 
against the latter that legislation should protect the depen- 
dent animal. ‘ The merciful man is merciful to his beast.”’ 
Is a man acting up to that standard of justice and morality 
when he retains the services of a quack or uses his nostrums? 
Isay No! He is failing in his duty to his God, himself, his 
beast, and to the profession whose fnembers spend time and 
money to specially qualify for this branch of medicine and 
surgery to help the dumb creature. I further contend that 
even the educated layman through lack of this special know- 
ledge is incapable of fairly criticising the work of a pro- 
fessional man. 

There may be 1102 members against the Bill—I will add 
to that “as it stands’’—but I daresay they prefer this to 
none at all. All Pills have objectionable features, and this 
is no exception. 

Again, sir, I say exterminate the parasite to protect its 
host.—Yours faithfully, 

** LUCIFER.”’ 


Sir, 

Apparently Mr. Hunting cannot or will not tell us why 
the Council, with a growing reserve fund, is In urgent need 
of money ; why law costs continue to go up; why economies 
cannot be practised; why the Council never submitted its 
proposed Bill to the profession; why the Bill was sent to 
the Privy Council in such haste; why registered practi- 
tioners should be free of penalties proposed to be inflicted 
on members of the R.C.V.S., and why members should be 
threatened with the loss of all their professional rights if 
they fail to pay a guinea on or before a given day in the 

ear. 
4 These questions cannot be disposed of merely by ignoring 
them. But whenever baffled by Mr. Hunting’s controversial 
elusiveness, it has been my habit to seek inspiration in that 
gentleman’s own writings, which have never yet failed to 
yield far more apt and conclusive refutation of the views he 
is for the mcment advocating than anything I myself could 
have evolved. : 

So far, therefore, as he advances anything new | avail 
myself of this method. . 

At the present moment Mr. Hunting is advocating the 
Bill under which any member of the R.C. V.S. who fails 
pay a guinea before the Ist of February in any given yea" 
is to be struck off the Rolls. Twice, at least, in answer t0 
the most direct challenge, he has affirmed his eavnerees 
approval ofthe Bill. Not—mark you—some amended Bill. 
Nota Bill Bowdlerised out of recognition, but the Bill as It 
stands. If I may say so without offence, Mr. Hunting 16 
on the subject of the Bill—a whole-hogger. 
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But Mr. Hunting professes to be strictly impartial, and 
not unreasonable. He recognises that the only justification 
for such drastic legislation is the united approval of the pro- 
fession: ‘“‘a small majority of the profession have no right 
tu enforce this fee if there is a large minority opposed to 
it.’’ So he must believe that it has the support of a large 
majority. And then he gives his whole case away hope- 
lessly. ‘Our first move then should be to clear up all 
doubt as to the wishes of the majority and see what that 
majority is.’’ 

So, while recognising that the only good Bill is a Bill 
that the profession wants, he professes not to know what 
the profession wants. But he “still thinks the Bill is a 
good one.’’ I confess myself unable to comprehend that 
mental attitude. 

Meantime, whilst the Council of the RC.V.S. is doing 
-everything possible to obtain the Privy Council’s approval 
of the Bill as it stands, Mr. Hunting, as the Bill’s chief 
public advocate, recommends an enquiry. ‘That scarcely 
appears ingenuous. What if the Bill slips through whilst 
Mr. Hunting is making his enquiry? If Mr. Hunting is 
really earnest in saying “our first move then should be to 
clear up all doubt as to the wishes of the majority,’’ let 
him use his influence to have the Bill withdrawn. Though 
he poses as a supporter of the Bill he has put forward one 
of the strongest arguments against it, viz., ‘that a small 

majority of the profession have no right to enforce this fee 
if there is a large minority oppose’ to it.’’ (1 contend there 
is a large majority opposed to it; but let that pass.) He 
cannot honestly advocate the Bill when he is doubtful of 
the profession’s support of it. And therefore he cannot 
support the Council which is trying to make it law. 

I will try to reply to the rest of Mr. Hunting’s remarks 
more briefly. 

I believe the 1,102 members of the R.C.V.S. who voted 
against the Bill represent a majority of the profession, and 
I have good reasons. The Council asked a general question 
“Do you approve of an annual registration fee?’’ and they 
never submitted the Bill to the profession. 1 asked a 
specific question “‘ Do you approve of the Bill as it stands?”’ 
and I sent every person a copy of the Biil so that he could 
form his own impartial judgment. The Council, therefore, 
has no mandate whatever for its Bill, gua Bill; and it is the 
Bill I am opposing. 

Mr. Hunting challenges me to resign my seat on the 
Council, and says that on one occasion I promised to resign 
—but my courage failed me. I think he must be alluding 
- the occasion on which he himself failed to secure re-elec- 

‘ion. 

Mr. Hunting might have been even more severe. I actu- 
ally resigned, but afterwards withdrew my resignation. It 
is true I acted on the strong advice of the person who led 
the Education movement and who maintained his resigna- 
tion (and was re-elected), but if Mr. Hunting thinks it 
would damage me he is at liberty to use the avowal. I fancy, 
however, that my known reputation is a sufficient answer 
to any imputation of want of courage, and, if not, I am not 
greatly concerned. Nevertheless, if Mr. Hunting can ar- 
range with the other candidates (always excepting the 
President, whom I think we both agree should not be 
dragged into controversial questions) to come forward and 
clearly state that they support the Bill in its present form, 
I am quite willing to accept his challenge. I do this, not 
Out of any spirit of bravado or to glorify myself, but to give 
the profession an opportunity of recording its judgment. If 
the Bill is withdrawn or rejected in its present form my 
ground of action will, of course, disappear. 

I now come to Mr. Hunting’s last, and what he seems 
to consider his great, point. I stated that under the present 

ill a member who has been struck off the Rolls but after- 
wards tenders his fee has no right to demand restoration. 

The absence of any ‘‘restoration’’ clause is in itself 
ample justification for that statement. The clause required 
Practically identical with Section 4 of the Veterinary 
oe Act, 1881, relating to the admission and registra- 

lon of students : 
mad The Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons shall be 
+++. toadmit and register such students as have 


passed the examination as Members of the said Royal Col- 
lege’’ etc. 

No such clause appears in the proposed Bill, and without 
it no Member’s professional existence would, in my opinion, 
be safe. The member who failed to pay on the 30th Jan- 
uary would haveno rights at all. The Council might, as an 
act of grace, and after any interval it chose to observe, put 
him on the Register ; but on the other hand it might not. 

Why should any Member who has simply forgotten to 
pay on a given day have to cringe to the Council and falfil 
any conditions, however onerous, that it cares to impose 
before again being restored. He should have an inaliena- 
ble right to restoration on payment at any time 

And now let us see what the apologists have tosay. Their 
suggestion is that Clause 3 of the proposed Bill meets the 
case. Of course it does nothing of the sort. Here it is: 

“3. The omission of any name from such Register shall 
be prima facie evidence of the non-payment of the fee, sub- 


ject to the production of the Registrar's receipt.”’ 


Supporters of the Bill rely on the words in italics. These 
words simply safeguard the student who has graduated 
since the last Register was printed, or the victims of the 
Registrar's blundering. As shown above the graduated 
student can force the R.C.V.S. to register him: ‘* The 

toyal College of Veterinary Surgeons shall be bound to 
admit and register students ’’’ etc. Sole is safe. And the 
man who pays before the 80th January is safeguarded by 
the proposed Act: ‘‘The Registrar shall cause the names 
of members who have paid the fee of one guinea to be prin- 
ted in the Register.’’ But if the Registrar omits his name 
that member will still have his receipt. So she is safe. 

But the man who fails to pay before the 30th January 
has no legal status whatever. ds the clock strikes midnight 
on that date he loses all his professional rights. On the 1st of 
February he may tender his fee but as he is no longer a veter- 
inary surgeon, the Registrar must refuse it. There is noth- 
ing whatever in the proposed Bill to force the Registrar to 
take it, but there is something to prevent his taking it. 
And if he will not, or cannot, take it he will necessarily not 
give a receipt. And what becomes of the famous Clause 3 
then? 

Again, I hear the anxious voices of the apologist ** Of 
course he would take it! Why shouldn't he?’’ ete. i 
reply, because he would be violating the Act todo so Once 
off the Rolls by the automatic action of Sec. 3, Sub sec. 2 of 
the proposed Bill, the member can only legally be restored 
by a tedious system of petitioning the Council, and that 
takes some months asarule The proposed Act expressly 
forbids the Registrar to vary the procedure. 

(2) Any Member of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons who shall not have paid such annual fee for the time 
being within the time limited for the purpose’? (i.e, on or be- 
fore the 30th January) “ shall cease to be on the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons and be liable to the penalties and be 
under the disabilities declared in and by Section 4 of this 
Act.’’ 

The Registrar dure not accept a fee and give a receipt 
after the 30th January. That would be equivalent to re- 
storing a Member to the Register, an act only permitted to 
the Council. I have pointed this out from the beginning, 
but not even'a surgical operation seems sufficient to get it 
into the apologists’ heads. And of all the persons incapable 
of understanding this simple legal point the promoters and 
drawers of the Bill seem the most incapable. 

But even apart from this there is the best of reasons for 
inserting a compulsory re-registration clause. The Council 
may always act as fairly as it knows how, but in my politi- 
cal career I have known strange occurrences, and I prefer 
not to trust to luck. 

If Parliament insisted on the insertion of Clause 4 in the 
Act of 1881: “The Royal College of Veterinary S argeons 
shall be bound to admit and register students,’’ etc., there 
was very good reason for it. 

And there is an equally good reason for my contention. if 
members of the prefession are prepared to pawn their dip- 
lomas to ensure the Council getting a guinea annually 
thev should at least see to it that they have the right to 
redeem their pledges. Otherwise they will rue it—and 


before very long. 
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So “it is true that a practitioner who temporarily forgets 
to pay his fee is deprived of the right to demand restora- 
tion,’’ and if Mr. Hunting keeps his promises I look with 
interest to his “ objecting with all the words of secular 
reprobation '’ at his command to this Bill which I do not 
hesitate to describe as a disgrace to its sponsors and a laugh- 
ing stock to any person with the most moderately developed 
legal sense.—Your obedient servant, 

J. A. W. 

56 New Bond Street, March 17. 


Sir. 

I do not find myself in agreement with all the points pro- 
posed ; might I suggest as a compromise that the proposed 
tax be limited to 10/6 per annum, and that no penalties be 
put in force until the sum of £1 1s. be due. 

To my mind it would be better that a/l graduates should 
be treated alike, irrespective of the branch of the profession 
they may follow, or the place in which it is aocomplished. 
—Yours truly, Joun B. 

102 Quay Street, Manchester. 

March 16. 


Sir, 

The correspondence re the above lately appearing in your 
columns has been of such a voluminous nature that it is not 
my intention to enter largely into it. 

I think | am correct in asserting that the great majority 
of our members are in favour of a tax, the stumbling block 
being the clause in the Act whereby a member is liable to 
ejectment from our ranks through non-payment. It is 
averred that there must be some penalty for non-payment, 
but to be thrown out of the profession for not paying 21/- is 
a punishment out of all proportion to the enormity of the 
crime. A much more simple and effective way out of the 
difficulty would be in the ordinary way of business to 
threaten proceedings for recovery of the debt, after, say, a 
third and “final’’ notice was given for payment. I feel 
convinced, before any member would incur extra expense, 
the money would be forthcoming. 

To preclude a man from earning his daily bread simply 
because he has not paid one guinea (or 10/6) is out of the 
question and unworthy of consideration. 

One word more. I would like to know how long our 
Council is to allow any Tom, Dick, or Harry of our pro- 
fession to suddenly swoop down in a town and after his 
name to add the magic words ‘“ Canine Specialist ’’—often 
perhaps a very young man who has no special qualification 
in any way, and this, perhaps, in opposition to an old estab- 
lished practitioner who has been treating dogs for a quarter 
of a century, but who has never called himself anything 
“extra special.’’ 

It is most unfair, and if our Council does not enquire into 
the matter, in my opinion, it simply is not doing its duty. 
—Yours, etc. 


March 9%). 


THE NEW VETERINARY BILL, QUACK MEDICINE 
VENDORS, AND CASTRATORS. 
Sir, 

I think needless alarm is being taken by those quack 
medicine vendors who think that the Bill is intended to 
suppress them ; there is not a word in it that can be con- 
strued as our intention to interfere with their trade. 
Then why do those quack medicine vendors who have the 
M.R.C.V.S. make such a fuss? 

Again, why do castrators feel hurt over the wording of 
the new Bill? The present Act (1881) is sufficient to stop 
them calling themselves castrators. But the profession has 
not used its existing powers arbitrarily, since Section 17 
Clause 1, says ‘‘ takes or uses . . . . any name, title, 
dition, or description, stating that he is. . . a practitioner 


of any branch’ of veterinary surgery he shall be 
liable to a fine not exceeding twenty pounds. ~ 

Conceding that a veterinary training ina college and ob- 
taining a diploma are no indication of brains, I do not see 


how an unqualified non-registered practitioner is better 
able to cater for farmers and horse-owners than a young 
veterinary surgeon of a few years standing. In all prob- 
ability the farmer is so ignorant of his ignorance that he is 
self-satisfied with himself, which gives him confidence to 
cope with his more ignorant clients (I mean ignorant in 
veterinary matters). Of course the young veterinary sur- 
geon knows well from experience that a little knowledge isa 
dangerous thing, and therefore he is neither so confident 
nor artful as one who knows people more than disease. 
Again, the quack having spent nothing upon his education, 
has not much, if any, appearance or establishment to keep 
up, can afford to do dirty work at a fee which would be 
starvation to a self-respecting young M.R.C.V.S. The 
quack is not employed because he is a better man, but be- 
cause he is cheaper thana M.R.C.V.S. Again, if a quack 
has got such ability as he would lead the public, and like us, 
to believe, why has he not the ability and pluck to go to a 
veterinary college, study for at least four years, and get his 
diploma. 

Itis now 27 years since the Veterinary Surgeons Act was 
passed, and those “existing practitioners’’ (the Act does 
not say existing veterinary practitioners or existing veteri- 
nary surgeons) must have been in practice at least five 
years before this Act was passed, making those who are 
now living to have been in practice at least 32 years. Any 
man who has started quacking since then must blame him- 
self if he has entered upon a career with his eyes open. 
It is only natural we who have graduated, spent our money 
and time in acquiring knowledge, should want the exclusive 
right to practice. 

Some people who have more audacity born of ignor- 
ance than intelligence consider* qualified and _ legalised 
members of any profession more stupid than self-assertive 
quacks or imposters. If quacks were such intelligent 
people I wonder why statesmen, noblemen, physicians, 
agriculturists, farmers, etc., founded veterinary schools 
and demanded educated and highly trained veterinary sur- 

eons. 
The intelligent public, however, know the value of the 
qualified man, but very often a quack passes himself off as 
such in the eyes of ignorart people who value our skill in a 
bottle of medicine. Those of the public who want a *‘ Red 
Drench ’’ at 1s. 6d. which actually costs about 2d., would 
certainly not employ a veterinary surgeon at all unless he 
sees his animal upon the point of dying. To stop the pur- 
chase of quack medicines veterinary surgeons could take two 
courses : (1) Combine together and refuse to attend at any 
place where quack medicinesareused. (2) Put up drenches 
of their own in an elegant form as to wrapper, smell and 
appearance and sell them to their clients at the same or 
even at a less rate than that of the quack medicine vendor. 

But after all we ought not to blame too much either the 
ignorant public or the quack medicine vendor or the quack 
practitioner since we have some on our roll who take every 
opportunity they can in live stock or fancy papers to be- 
little the skill required in veterinary surgery or medicine. 
They advise, their clients to get a kind of penny-in-the-slot 
advice or skill. If the new Bill were to aim at these Judases 
Iam certain it would purify our calling and benefit the 
public. Again, there are in the profession others who are 
more solicitous of the welfare of quack medicine salesmen 
and quack practitioners. Are they interested in the 
‘**quack '’ wares they so strongly recommend ? 

AnTI-HUMBUG. 
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